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Copyright House of Links. This 
newsletter is intended to inform the 

members of NGC of some of the 
happenings at their Golf Club. Items 
are included at the sole discretion of 
the Editor.   Any important news, and 
for that matter, any pointless articles, 

will no doubt appear from time to time. 
You have the overall say in what is 

suitable for your eyes - so read at your 
own risk!  
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1  June  2006 
Please give any articles or 

advertisements to be included in the 
next issue to Dennis Sare  either  by 
sending an email with an attachment 

to dennis.sare@sareonline.co.uk         
or by posting  a letter,  CD or floppy 
disc  (which he promises to return) 

into his pigeon hole.                       
This will be fine as this will save  a 

lot of time re-typing!  

A  CASC - no it’s not a foot disease 
but an acronym for a scheme 
specifically designed by our 

government to widen the access to sports 
clubs for the general local community.   Our 
Financial Director has mentioned the 
Board’s wish that NGC apply for the status 
of Community Amateur Sports Club 
(CASC) with the carrot being dangled that 
there would be a substantial rebate of 
NGC’s Council Tax.   Interestingly, Michael 
Shaw , National Secretary of National Golf 
Club’s Advisory  Association has a contrary 
view and urges great caution. 

One could be forgiven for thinking that  we 
may have got the cart before the proverbial 
horse. The focus of attention appears to be 
on the tax rebate, without much being paid 
to  the implications of becoming a CASC.  
Our much “admired” government never 
ever gives anything away and perhaps we 
should look at the reasons why it is giving 
the opportunity to private clubs to receive 
£35,000 Council Tax  rebate - each year.  
Not for nothing do they do this.   Another 
interesting point is that once a CASC 
always a CASC.   There’s no provision  for 
withdrawal from the scheme. 

Brian Clark, on page 17, has some 
illuminating views which should be read 
before the EGM.     

It looks like the EGM meeting on Friday 31 
March should be very interesting  -  the 
Club will, possibly, be very different after 
that date. 

 

F ORE!   Anyone heard this recently?   
It seems to be out of fashion.    
Picture this scene.   Your ball flies off 

in a direction not even dreamt of in your 
wildest moments; you stand there, totally 
amazed and gob-smacked with that urgent 
word hanging on your lips.     You see the 
ball disappear out of sight and you wait for 
a yell of pain.   There’s no sound and you 
breathe again.   Trudging over the hill you 
come upon a scene of total devastation.    
There lies a player, prostrate on the ground 
and out cold.    Mortified, you hover over 
him only to hear in your ear, “I hope you’re 
covered.   I’m his lawyer and you didn’t 
shout ‘Fore’     Well, you didn’t, did you?      
And why not indeed?    

Two lessons could be learnt from that story.   
The first is to shout “Fore” every time your 
ball goes in an unexpected direction and 

you can’t see where it’ll land.  Not knowing 
that someone was there is not an 
acceptable excuse – that’s the reason for 
shouting “Fore”.   Shouting a warning costs 
nothing and it’s good etiquette too.  Not 
shouting could cost you a packet.   Which 
leads to the second lesson.   Check your 
home insurance public liability cover on a 
golf course.   It doesn’t usually (although 
Saga does with its golf club cover) – well 
worth checking this out, otherwise you may 
cop a nasty bill. 

 

B MI (Body Mass Index) confuses 
some, particularly if they don’t like 
the answer (see previous Links 

edition).   But now the British Heart 
Foundation has published a formula to 
worry you even more and it’s designed  to 
establish if you are more or less likely to 
have a heart attack.    Just measure your 
waist at its narrowest point; measure your 
hips at their widest part.    Divide the waist 
by the hips and the answer should be 1.0 
or less for men and 0.9 or less for women     
Anything above might indicate a change in 
lifestyle might be needed – otherwise you  
might not have a lifestyle to change. 

 

O h dear, I’m becoming known for my 
acerbic comments.  Moi? Surely 
not? I was asked to mention 

something in Links and I replied “from what 
angle should I approach the topic”.   “Oh, I 
don’t know, but your usual acerbic style will 
do” was the reply.   Well, this was the 
topic .   Fresh coffee was provided on some 
recent weekends with an honesty box 
alongside.  Unfortunately the box had only 
half the amount it should have at the end of 
each day.   One could draw possible  
conclusions that some forgot to pay; an 
ATM was shut for cloning;  the coffee was 
free; the coffee wasn’t worth it; some 
members couldn’t afford it.  My informant  
was somewhat less charitable.   However, 
word has it that steps are being taken to 
arrange for a replacement coffee- making 
machine that will accept larger 
denomination coins than a groat.     What’s 
a groat?   And my Spell Check doesn’t 
recognise groat either!   Oh dear, I knew I 
should never have started this topic!�

� ��������������� � � � �� �� � 	� �
                                    Editor 



© NGC2006                                                                                           Page 3                                                                   Volume 44 - Spring 2006   

�

�

� � � � � �  ! "  #� $%� &' ! ( &"� � � � � �  ! "  #� $%� &' ! ( &" �� ��

" � � � � � 
	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
� 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � 	 � ) � � 
 � � � � *� � � 
 � � � 
� 
 � � ) � �� � � %� + � � �� , � � � 	 � � �

My second repor t  a l ready.   
Christmas and New Year seem a 
long time ago. A good time was had 
by all and I would like to thank the 
ladies for organising the Christmas 
raffle and boosting our charity.   
March is here, coming in like a lion 
and, I hope, going out like a lamb.  
The birds are singing and the bulbs 
are shooting up so I am looking 
forward to the coming months.   The 
course is in great shape and the 
greens super fast.     No mats or 
temporary greens, what else can we                           

           ask for? 

The social and golf events have gone really well.    The 
Rock ‘n’ Roll night, Junior Dinner and  St. Valentine’s night 
were all a great success.   A thank you goes to the House 
and the Green committees, and a special thanks to 
everyone who has taken part, especially those who bought 
guests along to our friendly Club. 

 The Mixed Winter Knock-Out Competition and Bistros have 
been very popular. The meals and the company have been 
excellent.    John and Jenny Simmons have kindly donated 
a trophy, which will be presented to the winners at the final 
Bistro evening. 

 

The mixed matches entry list has gone up in the hall.    
Please add your names as these matches are great fun.   
Singles are more than welcome, as we can always pair you 
up. Julie is still taking names for the Summer Ball which was 
a sell-out last year and I am sure this year will be the same.  

Sunday lunches are going well and they are excellent value.   
On a couple of Sundays, starting in May, I am going to try 
out (with my guests’ permission) a Buffet Lunch.  Starters 
will be served then it’s “help yourself”.     Dine upstairs or on 
the terrace – why not give it a try? 

The Lady Captain and I look forward to seeing you all at our 
social and golf functions and thank you for all your support.   
The Club Golf Day is on 1 July.   This is always a great fun 
day and the family can come along in the evening to enjoy 
the BBQ.    There will be more information on this later. 

Congratulations to Ken Whitaker on becoming President of 
The Society of London Golf Captains.    Well done Ken, a 
great honour to you and NGC. 

On a sad note, let’s spare a thought for those members who 
have passed away this year and who will be sadly missed. 

Enjoy your golf, keep fit and keep it down the middle. 

                    
 	�� � �� � � 
 � �� � � �
 

The Joy of Six 
 

A group of 24 Northwood ladies experienced 
“The Joy of Six” when they took part in the 
Northwick Park Challenge on the 28th February! 

The new golf course at Northwick Park has six 
holes designed on some of the famous holes in 
golf – eg. the 9th at the Belfry, the 12th and 16th at 
Augusta and the Postage Stamp at Troon. 

Disappointingly there were no yardage markers 
or course planners which made the playing of 
the course more difficult, but the club did 
overlook a trolley ban for our benefit.   The 
course was worth playing though for its greens 
alone – they were superb! 

The Lady Captain was our top scorer with 13 
points but we wait to hear whether this will be 
good enough to qualify for the final of the 
Challenge to be held at the end of March. 

                                                       Margaret Barkwith 
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U nseasonably dry conditions 

throughout the winter period have 
aided the golf course immensely. 

The greens have shown some depletion 
of the sward, which was fully expected. 
Newly constructed greens have a 
tendency to thin out slightly through a full 
winter’s play. A full over-seeding 
programme during early spring will help to 
improve the overall density of the sward. 
The intensive aeration of the putting 
surfaces followed by top dressing will 

begin again in early April and  this will continue throughout the 
season. Overall the greens have performed well this winter -  let’s 
hope we have a warm, moist spring. 

The teeing areas of the course have been in use throughout the 
winter for the first time. Some wear was inevitable and can be 
repaired in the spring. The wear up to the teeing grounds was 
more of an initial concern to me in the autumn; however, more 
acceptable weather conditions have prevailed. Fairways have all 
been verti-drained three times this winter, which is an 
improvement on the previous year. With the dry conditions this 
winter no drainage issues have arisen.  The membership should 
feel satisfied with the condition and quality of the course this 
winter in comparison with previous years. 

The autumn and winter work programme has been progressing 
very well. The work on the 1st green to 2nd tee pathway is now 
well advanced. This work should be a great improvement on the 
subsequent path. There will now be less chance of water lying on 
the pathway with a more substantial construction in use. The 10th 
green left-side bunker has been re-shaped and raised by 500mm. 
This should aid drainage of the bunker; we have also created a 
bank at the rear of the bunker to prevent water flowing into it. 
Work to improve the bridge at the 12th hole has started; this will 

be much stronger than the previous bridge. 

Woodland work on the course will continue through March when 
conditions favour it; work on the 2nd fairway is continuing. 
Extending the irrigation system to cover some dry fairways is 

being investigated; this was mentioned in a previous Links article. 
Once the investigation is complete then future plans can be 
drawn up. 

Finally the Deputy Course Manager, Steven Hemsley, is leaving 
the club at the end of March after 4 year’s excellent service. We 
wish him and his wife Gill all the best for the future.������

� ��������������������������� � � �� �� � � 
 �

W e are now approaching 
another golfing season, 
and, at the time of writing, 

we have not had one day throughout 
this winter that we have not been 
able to play on our new USGA 
greens - when all around us have 
been on temporaries for many days, 
and in some cases, weeks.   That 
has got to be the best advertisement 
possible to a prospective member of 
this golf club. 

Marketing Campaign 2006.  We have now completed our press 
advertising in relation to this campaign.  Whilst the results to date 
have not been in volume as rewarding as last year, I am pleased 
to report we have now reached the target for required 
membership, set in early 2004 (prior to all the money on club 
improvements being committed) of a figure of 70 new members 
by 30 April 2006. 

However, the drive for new members must go on.  As mentioned 
in the last edition of Links, unfortunately we lose around 16 to 20 
members each year due to age, movement or death.   That 
number must be replaced on an annual basis if we are to continue 
to improve and move the Club along in the 21st Century - and still 
keep our subscriptions at a reasonable level. 

We highlighted our marketing campaign with Advantageous 
Joining Arrangements   - details are on the Club notice board.   

These arrangements will still be available until 30 April this year 
and, remember, a full playing member of this Club will get  £113 
reduction on their 2006/7 subscription for every successful new 
member introduced prior to 30 April 2006, plus £25 added to their 
club card.   To date, all our new applicants have been male but 
we do need to increase our ladies section by at least ten ladies 
before the end of April.   Ladies, talk to your friends who might like 
to play on good greens all the year round and save on your next 
year’s subscription. 
 
I understand from the Membership Committee that the standard 
of person and golfer we are currently attracting to this club is high.   
Every player who has applied for membership has a certified 
handicap and, in most cases is moving, to Northwood from 
another established golf club.   I thank all our members for 
showing the welcome that has been accorded to our new 
members and trust we will continue to settle them in as quickly as 
possible. 

If you have got a friend who is thinking of changing golf clubs, talk 
to him or her now and get the move started.    Both you and any 
prospective member have only a few weeks to enjoy the 
Advantageous Joining Arrangements. 

Remember, you can glean a host of information on Club activities 
from our newly updated website.   We are now also listed and 
l inked on the Northwood Res idents ’  webs i te  
www.northwoodresidents.co.uk    ���������� � �������������������������������������

� ��������������������������������������������������������
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Undergrowth clearing on the second 
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F ebruary is supposed to 
be the shortest month 
but to me it seemed the 

longest.  Although all the fun 
of Christmas had gone we 
still remembered the good 
time we had at the Christmas 
Lunch.  I could not make the 
New Year�s Eve Party, but 
was told it was very well 
attended and everybody had 
a great time.  Even January 
was livened up with the 

excellent Rock and Roll night with the dance floor full all 
evening. I�m not sure whether anyone would get through an 
audition for Strictly Come Dancing but everyone looked as 
if they were having great fun.  I haven�t thrown myself 
around so much for ages, I could hardly walk the next day.  
The group was amazing with an excellent knowledge of 
sixties music, the only problem was, I�m old enough to 
remember it!!! 

Then along came February with grey skies and cold winds.  
I thought I would be clever and escape to some winter 
sunshine, even if it meant missing the excellent St. 
Valentine�s dinner and entertainment.  What a mistake, I 
couldn�t wait to get  back to Northwood�s grey skies, away 
from the holiday from hell!! 

Even though the weather was not inviting for golfers most 
of us still soldiered on and some with great success. Carole 
Munro, Margaret Barkwith, Massa Noguchi, Rosemary 
Rawlinson and Brenda Goldup won their first round against 
Pinner Hill at home in the “Mail on Sunday” Competition.  
Well done team. 

Let�s wish our Pearson Team the same luck for their 
matches.  The first this season is against Ealing on 
Thursday 9 March - look out on their notice board for 
information about other matches.  Perhaps some of you 
would like to come and give them a cheer.   May their luck 
be extended to include some sunshine and balmy weather, 
with gently nodding daffodils.  Oh well, we can all dream.  
The team has been enjoying the training sessions 
mentioned in my last Links report where they have received 
practical skills for match play from Stuart and mind games 
from a sports psychologist.  Now if we don�t beat them with 
our expert golf we will baffle them with our mental abilities!! 

One of those grey days in February was considerably 
brightened up by our Bring and Buy and informal lunch.  
The day was miserable with cold sleety showers so it is a 
big thank you to all who braved the elements, turning out to 
donate unwanted gifts, bottles for the tombola stall, 
delicious home made cakes and other home produce.  
Thanks also for buying the items (maybe we�ll see them 
again on next year�s stall).   Everyone appeared to enjoy 
the lunch as all I could see were happy faces and empty 
plates. 

I have enjoyed the first two matches on the Captain�s 
Ladder. Unfortunately the February match had to be 

postponed due to ill-health but I�m sure we will be back on 
track in a few weeks. 

One of the highlights of our social diary will be the Ladies 
Dinner on Thursday 27 April.  We have booked an excellent 
and amusing speaker, Richard Bristow, who is planning to 
give us a light hearted talk on the trials and tribulations of a 
modern Magistrate. Richard has generously asked only for 
a donation to be made to a charity for his services and has 
agreed to this being the Linda Jackson Centre.  Everyone 
will be welcome and I am looking forward to seeing as 
many as possible that evening, so look out for the notices 
in the signing in room. 

Getting back to balmy weather with gently nodding 
daffodils, the clocks go forward on Sunday 26 March and 
hopefully from then on we can look forward to warmer 
weather and more pleasant playing conditions.  It is 
certainly going to get very busy with Knockout and Friendly 
matches to arrange, together with all our regular games.  
This is definitely something to look forward to after the long, 
hard winter, so lets polish up those clubs and enjoy being 
out in the fresh air.  Who knows, my handicap could come 
tumbling down . . . oops, back to those dreams again. 

It may seem a long time into the golfing year but I would 
just like to mention the Drawn Fun Competition on Tuesday 
8 August.  I am arranging a Fun (and I do mean Fun with a 
capital  "F") Charity Fund Raising Competition.  We are 
inviting men to join us, so look out for this competition with 
a difference, not one to be missed! 

Happy golfing.   ����������� � � � �� � 	�
 � 
 � � � � � � 	�

�������������������������������������

 AMENDMENTS TO THE CLUB DIARY - 2006 

The following are those relating to Ladies Fixtures –  

16 May – 36 Hole Plate Competition 
 
13 June – Stableford 
 
28 July – Match v Pinner Hill (A) 
 
24 August – Past Captains & Secretaries Golf + Lunch              
 (not 14 Sep) 
 
29  August – Yellow Ball Drawn 
 
21 September – Match v Stanmore (A) 
 
26 September – Drawn 
 
26 October – Roll-ups start  

7  December – Bridge 1.30pm 

Please also note that the following Stableford competitions should 
be  designated “Mix & Match” and a separate draw sheet will be 
posted inviting ladies to play with a Committee member –  

�9   May 2006        25    July 2006            31   October 2006  
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Licensing Act Applications  
Since the last edition of Links we 
have now got our full Club 
Licensing Certificate. This means 
that membership supply of 
alcohol and entertainments are 
now fully covered.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
Andy Butler for his assistance in 
helping me resolve the problems 
e n c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  t h e 
applications submitted to the 

Hillingdon Licensing Department. The Licensing Authority has 
informed me that our supplementary application for a Premises 
Licence for the Club to host outside functions, mentioned in my 
recent clubhouse information update, will be granted,  once Julie 
Thompson’s application for her Personal Licence and appointment 
as the Designated Premises Supervisor has been approved. 

Social Events  The two recent entertainments arranged by Ted 
Gray, the “Rock and Roll” and “Frank Sinatra” evenings, were 
excellent; well done Ted. The Rock and Roll evening was a sell 
out and was one of the best events many of us have been to at 
the Golf Club and we are looking forward to the next one.  Your 
House Committee has arranged a Race Night on 6 May 2006, an 
event that has proved very popular in the past. The Summer Ball 
on Saturday 17 June is almost fully booked at the time of writing 
this article. Keep a watch on the notice boards for other golf and 
social events. 
Terrace Railings   The order for the new terrace railings has now 
been placed with Northwood Light Engineering and it is now 
expected that they will be installed by the end of April 2006. It is 
disappointing that they will not be ready sooner but delay in the 
return of quotes has meant that our expectation for the end of 
March proved too optimistic. 

Boilers and Central Heating   At long last the two new boiler 
shortcomings have been resolved and re-commissioned by the 
manufacturer. The guarantee will run from the day of the new 
commissioning. A great deal of work has been carried out on the 
central heating, which is noticeably much improved except for one 
or two radiators.  However, some major work to the under floor 
pipes remains to be undertaken to fully realise the potential of the 
work already carried out; this may be undertaken later in the 
summer as it requires a complete drain down of the system. 

Air Conditioning and Electricity Supply   By the time that 
members read this newsletter work on installing the new upgraded 
electricity supply, to deal with the unacceptable and increasing 
overload on the old supply and to enable the installation of air 
conditioning in the clubhouse, will have started. The disruption 
caused to normal clubhouse activities is regretted but unavoidable 
in the circumstances, due to the removal of some asbestos and 
the replacement of cables and consumer units capable of dealing 
with the upgraded supply. Installation of the new electricity supply 
is now expected to be completed by the end of April. 

Members may ask why the asbestos was not removed at the 
same time as the dining room asbestos. When the original survey 
was carried out in preparation for the clubhouse refurbishment it 
was found that most walls and ceilings were lined with asbestos 
as a fire preventative since the building itself is mainly constructed 
of timber. The Club will never be able to remove all the asbestos 
without a complete rebuild!  Acting on professional advice, 
obligatory removal of asbestos in locations, such as the dining 
room, was actioned to allow important repair and refurbishment 
work to proceed. Asbestos specialists sealed all other areas, 
which included the electricity meter and consumer unit cupboard, 
where the asbestos presented no health risk to a standard that 

met the Health & Safety Executive’s requirements. It was not 
known at that time that the previous consumer units would be 
inadequate to cope with any future upgraded supply of electricity. 
Even without the asbestos issue, the Club would still have been 
faced with the problem of upgrading the electricity consumer units. 
The House Committee is very grateful for the valuable advice 
given by Norman Bennington, without whom the issue would 
have been much more difficult to resolve. 

�Professional Shop   The work is now complete and Chris 
Holdsworth has moved his stock back in to resume a normal 
service. The transformation of the shop has been quite 
remarkable.  I am confident that all members will welcome the 
crucial first impression of Northwood Golf Club conveyed by the 
shop refurbishment and the greatly improved layout.  

Security   I have prepared a draft review of current security at the 
Club, its shortcomings and recommendations to improve it. After 
consideration by the House Committee the paper has been 
presented to the Board for a decision on the recommendations.  

Repairs and Tasks     Many members will not be aware of the 
large number of repairs and actions necessary to keep our 
c l u b h o u s e  a n d  s i x  p r o p e r t i e s  m a i n t a i n e d .  
Since the last AGM:  

In the Clubhouse, 26 tasks have been completed and 14 are 
on the ‘to be carried out’ list;  

In the Club Properties, 9 tasks have been completed and 
since the recent inspections carried out by Jack 
Wheeler and myself there are a further 17 actions to be 
carried out;  

In the Clubhouse kitchens, 8 actions have been completed 
but 8 remain to be done.  

Some of the repairs are minor but others entail relatively major 
work.  Minor or major, they all contribute to the overall running of 
the club; some of the minor work is understandably aggravating to 
members because of the justified perception that they should be 
resolved sooner rather than later. Your House Committee is trying 
hard to tackle these problems, which have built up over a long 
period, and I ask for your patience whilst the identified repairs and 
tasks are tackled.  Let your House Committee members know if 
you identify issues that need attention and, if appropriate, they can 
be put on the relevant schedule of repairs and actions. 
 
Maintenance Person   A recent advertisement in the local 
newspaper attracted a number of applicants for the position. 
Provided there is no unforeseen setback, it is hoped to have 
someone in place by the time this newsletter is printed or, if not, 
fairly soon after. 
 
Trolley Shed   The trolley shed is an eyesore, is not in keeping 
with the other major refurbishment work and hardly portrays a 
good image of the Club to visitors, guests and potential new 
members.  A further cull of apparently abandoned equipment will 
take place in the near future and all members who use the shed 
are advised to label their trolleys with their name if they wish to 
keep them.  It is intended to smarten the shed inside with a coat of 
emulsion and it will be one of the maintenance person’s 
responsibilities to keep the shed tidy and identify unmarked and 
apparently abandoned trolleys for possible clearance. 
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SATURDAY 12 AUGUST  
Shuttleworth  Airshow  &  Promenade 
Concert           - a great afternoon and evening 
out - super exhibition and very stirring concert - 
Spitfire - music - picnic - grog - patriotism - 
singing - and more.  Book now! In the Office! 
 

Keen on the theatre?    Can’t be bothered 
to drive into London?    Then come with us  
to London theatres by luxury coach from the 
Clubhouse to the theatre  - and then sit in top 
priced seats - all for less than the cost of a 
seat by itself.    Mama Mia - The Producers - 
Billy Elliot - We will Rock You -  and many more                         
   Sign up in the Office 
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 Please note that this is now on                  
 

Wednesday 5 April at 7.00pm  
due to installation of new electricity supply                          

during w/c 20 March 

� � � � � 
 � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � �
� � � � � 	 � � � � � � �  � � � 	 � 	 � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 � 	 �

(entries can be placed in the Bar) 
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THE NEW SWIPE CARD SYSTEM��
Most of you will now know that we have a new swipe card 
system which has been up and running for a couple of 
months.   Our previous system was introduced in August 
1996 and served us well for many years; however, the 
computer software that it ran on was the (now) very old-
fashioned DOS-based type, which was superseded by 
Windows based applications that started in the mid 90’s. 

We updated our own system to the Windows interface last 
summer and, frankly, its stability seemed to go from bad to 
worse. We experienced several collapses causing 
gnashing of teeth and which also created many 
reconciliation problems, not only within itself, but also with 
Sage, the Club’s main accounting system.  

Accordingly, last October the Board gave its approval for 
the purchase of a brand new swipe card system. We 
looked at several packages and opted for that made by 
Open Solutions.   It employs the very latest in PC based 
touch-screen point of sale technology, coupled with real-
time tightly integrated systems using Microsoft database 
technology. 

Many of the advantages relate to those generally unseen 
by members such as tighter controls, more flexible 
reporting, its easier capability to add new products and new 
cashiers etc.   The bar and catering staff are very pleased 
with the new touch-screen tills. Also, should members wish 
to order food at the bar, this is now possible as the details 
will appear on the kitchen printer. 

Cabling has been laid so that, if necessary, the till in the 
Ransome bar can be temporarily located in the upstairs 
restaurant.   We have chosen not to place one of these tills 
in the Professional’s shop since there were very few 
transactions where cards were used.  

Benefits to members include: 

·  Mini-statements can be produced for members 
from the bar tills if one is needed. 

·  Tabs can be set up and settled using several 
cards – equally or split  as required. 

Two differences from the previous system to which 
members will have to become accustomed are: 

·  Firstly, it is not possible for members’ cards to be 
“overdrawn”; however, they can be topped-up at 
the time of a purchase. 

·  Secondly, members will be expected to pay for 
event bookings over the bar, in advance of the 
event. This is so that if a card does not have 
enough money on it, it can be topped up there and 
then. It will not be possible for the office to deduct 
payment retrospectively if there is not enough 
money on a card. 

The new system also allows different discounts on different 
product lines. This means that if we need to increase the 
prices of our beers, for example, to non-members, we can 
simply increase the discount given to members so they are 
paying the same price as at present.   

We have also purchased and installed the Membership and 
Handicap modules supplied by Open Solutions. Obviously 
these integrate completely with the swipe card system 
which, again, helps the administration carried out by the 
office – a good example being the production of the annual 
subscription invoices and subsequent allocation of monies 
to the different accounts, i.e. subs, cards etc. 

Finally, Open Solutions also offer an integral secure access 
module. Clubhouse security is currently being examined by 
the House Committee.   For those who wish to visit Open 
Solutions’ website, it is www.gpos-uk.com.     

������������������������������������� � � � � � � �� � � �

In Memor iam 
Members were saddened to learn of some recent 
deaths including Dr Geoffrey Shackleton a 
member since 1963 and Mr Louis (Lou) 
Mayling who joined NGC in 1980, both of 
whom died in December. 

 

Mr Dennis Ratley, who joined NGC in 1974 
and Mr Dhanni Seth, who only joined NGC 
last year,  both died during February. 

 

Links has just learned of the  death of  Mrs 
Margaret Boundy who had been a member 
from 1971. 

All their many friends will miss them and we 
send our condolences to their families. 
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I t  s e e m s  o n l y 
yesterday we were 
p l a n n i n g  f o r 
Christmas, and now 

we have our first match 
of the new season 
barely weeks away. 

The introductory letter to 
all Foxes has been well received and many 
members have already signed up on the 
Match Availability Sheets, outside the 
Professional’s shop.     Already we are 
seeing players who have not played in 
matches in the past signing up and, 
hopefully, more will do so before our first 
match on 28 March, at home against 
Harewood Downs. 

The Foxes Winter Four Ball is progressing 
well with one or two big names falling by the 

wayside already. 

Tony Beattie and the Committee have 
begun the process of planning the Foxes 
Festival which takes place on 5 June.    We 
shall need about 30 members to be involved 
with the day, either playing or supporting.   
Would all Foxes please make sure that the 
date is in their diaries?     The sheet for 
participants will go up on the Foxes Board in 
mid-April. 

Many members have put forward 
suggestions as to the source of the “Fox” on 
the Notice Board.   No one has won the 
bottle of scotch so far.           A clue:    The 
authors were Alan Aldridge and William 
Piomer��������������������������������
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T he Club have agreed 
that the Rabbits can 
have two winter 

matches, each on a home 
and away basis.   One has 
been arranged against Wyke 
Green and we have already 
played the away leg, which 
was halved 2:2.   The return 
match will be at Northwood 
on Monday, 13 November – 

please make a note in your diary. 

Bearing in mind that a significant proportion 
of golfers are in the Rabbits handicap 
range, it might be expected that most other 
clubs would have a thriving Rabbits section.   
Surprisingly, this does not appear to be the 
case.   The first five clubs approached for 

our second winter match did not have a 
Rabbits section!   Admittedly, we are being 
selective by approaching clubs that would 
not involve a difficult morning commute; 
however, we may have to be less particular. 

The Winter Greensome Competition is 
progressing well – good luck to those still 
involved and commiserations to those who, 
like your Captain and Secretary, have been 
knocked out. 

The Angora Cup entry list is now on the 
notice board.   Entries close on 9 April, so 
please add your name and do not forget the 
£3 entry fee.�
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T his is 
t h e 
s t a r t 

of a very 
busy season 
f o r  t h e 
J u n i o r 

Section, kicked off by the AGM and annual 
dinner; a successful and enjoyable event for all 
concerned. Andrew Robak took over as this 
year’s Junior Captain and Joe Scibilia was voted 
Junior Vice-Captain. 

We also announced at the dinner that we would 
be holding a Junior Open on 14 August 2006. 
Entrants will be playing for various prizes, but 
the best result by a boy or girl will win the Peter 
Harvey Cup - this was presented to Peter by the 
Junior Captain at the dinner as a thank-you from 
all the Juniors. 

We’d like to take the opportunity to say thank 
you to a few people. 

First of all, our thanks to Peter Harvey for all his 

hard work over the last five years and his help 
during the handover period to Danny and 
myself. Next, thanks to last year’s Captain, 
Lucas Dowsett, for a job well done. Thanks also 
to the Junior Committee: Mark Smith, Mike 
Robak and Mark Capell for their help in selling 
lots of raffle tickets, buying prizes and generally 
supporting us in our efforts to get the best out of 
the Junior Section. Last, but not least, we’d like 
to thank the members of Northwood for their 
generosity in making the Junior Dinner one of 
the best events of the year. 

Apart from the Open in August, we have the 
league matches that start in April and various 
other matches against the different sections of 
the Club.   Please could we ask all members, 
not only to check the big match board at the 
bottom of the steps outside the pro shop, but 
also the Juniors’ notice board by the Pro shop 
where there is a list of all our fixtures for the 
coming year. �
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A fter five years as Juniors Golf Organiser, 
Peter Harvey has hung up his hat and 
retired from the ring.    At the recent 

Juniors Dinner he was presented with an 
engraved Claret Jug that will be competed for 
at the next Juniors Open in August.    Peter, in 
a recent Juniors Newsletter (of which he was 
editor), took the opportunity to record some of 
his proudest moments of the last five years.   

The first memory was of Lucas Dowsett taking 
on the role of Juniors Captain; progress to a 
handicap of 6, winning the Comber Cup and 
getting his name on a Club honours board.   
More proud memories flooded back – watching 
all the Junior Captains stand up at each Dinner 
and make their speech;  seeing the Juniors 
team reach the final of the league – and 
winning; seeing no less than five Juniors 
getting their names on Seniors’ honours boards  

 

and,   finally, seeing David Bunker in his last 
year as a Junior win the Club Championship. 

Peter has a lot to be proud of – what memories! 
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M y thanks to 
you all for 
your 

patience and 
understanding 
whilst the ongoing 
work around the 
course is being 
carried out.   It 
seems that we 
have not stopped, 

with machinery pounding the course 
from every angle.  Unfortunately there 
will always be something to be done, but 
now with the greens finished and most of 
the big repair work undertaken, maybe 
we can look forward to having our course 
back in good shape this year.  
 
This winter  has been pretty kind to us 
with only 44% of our normal rainfall for 
Nov/Dec/Jan.  Not only have you all 
been able to play more golf than normal, 
with many days where the number of 
golfers filling the course is normally only 
seen in the height of the golfing season, 
but the course has coped well and we 
have not had to consider taking play off 
the greens.  
 
Flooding   Since the last report we have 
had a visit from the River Authority 
(Environment Agency) representative, 
although he was generally pleased with 
the way we were maintaining our 
section, he did not like the black & 
stagnant condition of the stream around 
the 12th tee and the other side of our 
boundary into the Ruislip nature reserve.  
He will be looking into the free flow of 
water down stream.   Although the letter 
sent to L.B. Hillingdon  had very little 
initial response (a phone call to decline a 
site meeting) we have noticed that a 
large section of the stream that is their 
responsibility, has been cleared, so at 
last something has been done and, with 
a bit of luck, the stream should now run 
freely.   The down-side is we need 
permission to install flood grids to stop 
the debris in the stream before it leaves 
our course and we will now action this. 
Also, all bridges should be above the 
level of the bank and on a straight 
section. 
  
Putting Green   The putting green is 
giving some cause for concern at the 
lower end nearest to the trolley shed. 
Initially it was thought that it was due to 
wear from golfers and machinery, but it 
has transpired that we have a leaking 
mains pipe under the edge of the green.    
There is also an underground surface 
water drain problem which we hope can 
be remedied swiftly. In the meantime, 
please observe the ropes and keep off of 

this end of the putting green. 
 
New Work/Drainage   On the 10th - 
New drainage to the front apron has 
been installed, and the work to the 
remodelled left hand bunker by the green 
has been reconstructed to alleviate the 
water running down the path bringing 
mud and blocking the drainage in the 
bunker.    I am sure when this is 
completed it will be a great improvement 
and those of us who frequent this bunker 
will at least will have a reasonable 
chance of getting out.   

On the 15th - The drain taking water 
away from the pond has been lowered 
so the drainage from the greenside 
bunkers should now drain away into the 
pond without backing up. 
On the 12th - The right hand side bridge 
in front of the tee has been removed and 
a new bridge is to be constructed in a 
different position in the near future.  
Other bridges need to be replaced and 
this will be carried out as and when 
possible over the next five years. 
 
Paths  Our intentions were to scrape the 
tops of all the paths and apply a new 
surface but the path from the 1st to the 
2nd was no more than a dirt 
track with little evidence of 
any imported materials.  We 
have dug out and laid a sub-
base with timber edging, 
ready to receive a top 
coating, that should give 
many years service without 
any major problems.  If 
found necessary, other 
paths will receive similar 
reconstruction over the next 
few years.   We have 
applied  good quality wood 
chippings to many of the 
paths this winter which will 
be OK in the short term, but 
at approximately £700 a 
load, it’s throwing good money away.  
 
Money matters  Due to some 
unforeseen items and the rising cost of 
materials our budget is fairly tight so we 
are currently watching the pennies.   This 
means having to wait for certain 
materials to finish jobs. 
General  Vandalism to the 1st green left 
a deep gouge across the centre from 
right to left.    If you have not noticed this, 
it just goes to show what a good repair 
job has been done!   We have also 
needed to block off a section of our 
boundary that has been breached near 
the 12th tee. 
The hedge bounding the Secretary/
General Manager’s garden and the 16th 

fairway has been cut down at the request 
of the insurance company, due to an 
ongoing claim for subsidence. 
 
The new drinking water fountains have 
been serviced by the suppliers and the 
fountain situated at 15th green has had 
new drainage installed.   We still have to 
repair/replace further pipe work to the 
fountain at the 10th tee. 
 
We will be holding our next Greens Clinic 
during May (date to be confirmed) to 
coincide with the anniversary of opening 
our new greens.   All will be invited to an 
update by Course Manager David Leach 
who will try to answer any questions 
asked. 

 
Competitions/Diary Dates   A Mixed 
Open will be held Sunday 27th August.   
This is an additional fixture, so please 
take note of the date and tell your golfing 
friends as this is primarily for outsiders.   
Northwood members will only be allowed 
to play if the numbers do not meet our 
requirements. The course will be closed, 
so please refer to the notice board for 
the starting times etc.  
 

We will also be hosting a Junior Open 
Monday 14th August.    This is also an 
additional fixture and the course will be 
closed all day until the last   teeing off 
have played nine holes and been 
through the 1st/10th hole  
 
My thanks to David Leach and his team 
for their endless work and co-operation.  

                 � �� �! � � 	� � �

Path refurbishment to the second 
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� S ince the last edition of 
“Links” we have, apparently, 
enjoyed the driest winter for 

decades and it appears members 
have been taking full advantage of 
this.   Also, the fact that we have 
been able to use our greens right 
through the winter for the first time 
(no temporaries!), has seen a flurry 
of activity on the course.    It is 
great to see the course being used 
with such enthusiasm, especially     

                         by our newer members.  

The latest Marketing Initiative, organised by Brian Hall, has 
been very successful and has brought in a number of highly 
acceptable applicants, although not as many as we had this 
time last year. However, we are confident that we will reach 
our target Membership figure by the end of April. As we all 
know, we lose members when it comes to renewing 
membership in May, so we need to keep a steady flow of 
new members into the Club.  

We would like to offer a very warm welcome to the 
following new members:- Jeremy Blakeley, Jung-Suk Lew, 
Philip Thornton, Nigel Ross, John Ayrton, Raymond 
Holden, David Beasley, Jamie Smith, Martin Bancroft, 
Simon (Harry) Matthews, Jonathan Logan, and Jonathan 
Minchin.    We hope they enjoy both their golf and the 
social life at Northwood Golf Club, and that they find the 
Club the friendly, welcoming place we all know it to be.   
We have, at the moment, five more applicants awaiting 
interview in the next few weeks. 

Unfortunately, we have had, as yet, only one lady applicant. 
It is important that we make every effort to entice new lady 
members to the Club, as we know that our numbers will fall 
when the new year starts in May, due to some of the more 

senior ladies “hanging up their drivers” and to others 
moving away.   We, on the Membership Committee, are 
endeavouring to address this issue, but if anyone has any 
bright ideas as to how we can attract ladies to the Club, we 
would be pleased to hear from you. Please contact either 
myself or one of the Membership Committee.      

May I remind members that we now have in place three 
methods for entry into our Club.  The first and preferred 
method is through proposal by current Members.    As 
Brian Hall has mentioned in his article, the rewards for 
proposing a new member have increased substantially, so 
hopefully, if anyone knows of someone who is thinking of 
changing clubs, this may encourage you to “gather them 
in”.   The second method applies to applicants who are 
members of another Club and therefore can provide not 
only a current Handicap Certificate, but also a letter of 
introduction from that Club’s Secretary.   The third method 
applies to applicants who, at the present time, are not 
members of another Club and who do not have an official 
Handicap. Most will probably be members of Golf Societies 
or have been playing on local courses. These applicants 
are required to satisfy the interviewing and playing-in 
panels that, if they are not already competent players, they 
show the potential and the determination to become one. In 
all cases, interviews and playing-in rounds are conducted 
with the same thoroughness as in the past.  

As I write, the sun is shining and it looks a great day for 
golf, but I know when I venture outside it may be nearing 
freezing point!    We are all looking forward, I’m sure, to 
more roll on the ball and to feeling the sun on our backs.    
Roll on Spring-time! 

������������������������������������������������������������ � � �� � �
 	�� � � �
                 

A s I walked the course 
during the last week or so, 
in what was probably the 

coldest weather of winter, I 
detected signs of better things to 
come.   Green shoots of spring 
flowers are thrusting upwards 
and, if one looks closely, buds 
are appearing on the trees and 
bushes.   Yes, Mother Nature 
has pressed the biological button 

– the renaissance of spring is nigh. 

Thus it is with the Stags Section.   The new fixture list is on 
the board and we can look forward to playing golf with 
some of the most prestigious clubs in the area, including 
two new games with Hartsbourne and our neighbours, 

Sandy Lodge.   Please append your names on the 
Availability List and Martin Carr or I will do our best to 
accommodate you. 

If you wish to join us it is easy.   Members who are over 59 
put two quid in a brown envelope* and press it into the 
redoubtable hands of our secretary, Arthur Stratton.   After 
an in-depth and probing interview (which lasts about 30 
seconds) he will pronounce you a Stag! 

Well, that’s about it, so I wish all members great golf and 
fellowship for 2006 on behalf of the Stags Section. 
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*   If you are an ex MP or worked for Harrods, do not use a               
brown envelope. 
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Current situation��

I�� am pleased to 
report that we are 
still on target with 
this financial year’s 
forecasts. Although 
there have been 
variations in our 
capital expenditure 
plans, the overall 

bottom line means that we will still need to have 
a short-term overdraft – to which the bank have 
agreed – to get us through April before 
subscription money comes in. (The downside to 
asking for early payment of subscriptions is that 
it increases our VAT liability and the overdraft 
route is more cost-effective.) 

Having spent time and money over the last 
couple of years on our major projects, there are 
a number of areas on the course and clubhouse 
where we need to catch up with other repairs 
and tasks. These are currently being identified 
and costed by the respective committees and, 
funds permitting, are being scheduled into our 
spending plans for the next few years.  

We managed to hold the increase in 
subscriptions last year to 4% but in view of the 
extra expenditure we are unlikely to be able to 
do the same for the coming year.      

Debentures��

In the light of the above comments on the 
necessary expenditure in the�� next financial 
year, no further plans to redeem the Debentures 
have been made at this point in time. Currently, 
as they are becoming available, members 
moving away etc, they are being redeemed. The 
previous waiting list no longer exists as they are 
not being re-offered.  

Just as a reminder to members……the main 
reason for getting rid of debentures is to reduce 
the overall cost to the Club.  

Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC) 
Status��

After a stream of correspondence with HM 
Revenue and Customs over the wording of 
certain aspects of our Memorandum and Articles 
of Association we are now informed that, subject 
to the required changes being adopted at an 
AGM/EGM, we will qualify for CASC status. 

As you are aware an EGM has been called for 
Friday 31 March when we sincerely hope you 
will give your support to the proposals. If you are 
unable to attend, please do make use of the 
proxy form to give your agreement. 

Just to remind you, if we achieve CASC status it 
will mean an 80% rebate (around £35,000 per 
annum) is available on our Council Tax bill. 

��
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With acknowledgements to :       
Dante, P.G. Wodehouse,               
Dylan Thomas, Chaucer,                                                                     

and any other literary luminaries      
one may care to remember.   

Deep, deep down in his dream, Gussy 
Fink-Nottle  knows that a  watery 
grave, among the newts and golf balls, 
is what he most desires. He senses 
that he is in his element at  last. He 
begins to swim, going deeper and 
deeper. A paradise of golden golf balls. 
But he becomes 
aware that he is not 
alone as he nears the 
bottom of the lake. A 
ghostly newt-shaped 
figure beckons to him, 
hand or front foot 
wafting, as if to say, �Follow me.�  This 
is no ordinary lake. Its name, he 
knows, is Lake Avernus, the gateway 
into hell.   

Circle One: The Ignorant    Gussy 
peers through the glass and, though 
the shapes are much distorted, he 
sees human figures dressed in cloaks, 
who seem to be chanting in unison as 
they read from small white books. �Hell� 
says his guide, � has many levels. This 
is Circle One, inhabited by those who 
throughout their golf lives played in 
ignorance of the rules. Instead they 
used their common sense. A fatal flaw, 
for there is a great divide between the 
rules of golf and common sense. 
Throughout their lives these doomed 
ones benefited from ignorance and 
must now pay the penalty. For five 
long days - for every day in Hell lasts 
for a hundred earthly years - they must 
intone the rule book to each other, in 
an atonal version scored by 
Schoenberg�. Gussy thinks he 
recognises one of these grey 
presences.   He would never mark his 
ball, would give himself most three-foot 
putts and take a penalty of only one 
when he drove out of bounds. Gussy 
feels pleased and tries to wave, but his 
guide beckons him on down, deeper 
and deeper into the murky depths.  
 
Circle Two: The Deadly Slow    They 
pause at Circle Two. The chattering 
has become a dull, slow moaning. The 
darkness clears a little and he sees in 
close-up a figure he once knew well. 
He is carrying out his pre-shot 
routines, which seem to Gussy to 
parody all other pre-shot routines.  He 

watches and waits. Time seems to 
freeze. His amphibian guide explains. 
�This second zone, is the zone for 
slow, slow players. The golfers here 
form an eternal, ever-expanding ring. 
Each is waiting for the golfer ahead to 
play a shot. They will have to wait for 
ever, since every golfer is really 
waiting for himself. But we are free in 
time and must move on�.  
 
Circle Three:  The Whisperers  
Together the pair descend to level 
Three. �Here,� explains the watery 
Virgil, �are the mutterers, golfers who 
habitually whisper hoarsely while their 
fellow golfers attempt to play their 
shots�. They all have muffs or 
earphones on their heads. �Their 
punishment,� his Virgil now explains, �is 
to listen for ever to their own banalities, 
the speech-fragments they have 
uttered while others tried to 
concentrate on golf. Just think of all 
those anecdotes and jokes and lies 
and misremembered reminiscences 
repeated here again and again and 
again until the crack of doom�. Gussy, 
himself something of a mutterer, grows 
faint and reels.  
 
Circle Four: The Moaners and 
Groaners       When consciousness 
returns he becomes aware of an 
infernal moaning. There, through the 
glass, he sees a procession of lost 
souls thrashing their way hopelessly 
through deep, lush rough. They strike 
and strike and strike but no ball moves. 
Their wailing is terrible to hear.  �Who, 
Master, are these?� he asks, aware of 
his increasing fluency in newt. �This is 
Circle Four. These are the moaners 
and the groaners. Those for whom 
every game of golf became an 
occasion for a long lament. They are 
legion in number and now and only 
now and forever will they have good 
cause to moan�.    
 
Circle Five: The Unlucky 
Ones   Down. Down. Down. �Here,� 
says the giant newt, �are the 
"unlucky ones". Their fate is worse 
than the fate of those lost souls in 
Circle Four. They too were 
moaners, but their sin was to curse 
their luck - and to envy the luck of 
others�.  Gussy peers through the glass 
and sees a figure he remembers well, 
dressed for golf and about to play a 

shot. He strikes his ball crisply and 
cleanly, but it collides with an 
overhanging telegraph wire and veers 
off into a molten lake. �They are 
doomed to play golf for an eternity in a 
game where every shot is genuinely 
unlucky,� his Virgil now explains. Gussy 
is bewildered. He has recognised the 
striker. It is none other than moaning 
Mike. �But how.....� he is about to ask, 
when his guide explains. �In Hell the 
self has lost its essential oneness. 
Many golfers are forced to experience 
simultaneously and for eternity all the 
torments of every level in which they 
have offended�. Gussy watches as 
Mike hits a second ball which pitches 
on the green and is about to fall into 
the hole when it is 
intercepted by a large 
red squirrel which 
carries it into the deep 
verdant undergrowth. 
Mike wails. �And now, 
down to Circle Six,� says his intrepid 
guide, philosopher and friend. 

 
 Circle Six: The Heretics     Through 
the murky glass the sight is terrible to 
behold. A group of golfers stand 
motionless. Some have clubs raised, 
their back swings fully completed. 
Others are frozen at the half-way 
position or on their down-swings. Their 
faces show an unhappy, helpless 
desperation. They seem a small 
community caught in a collective 
catatonia.  
�These,� says the newt, �are the 
heretics, the golfing unbelievers, those 
who have played at golf claiming that 
"it�s just a game" �. Gussy shudders at 
the very thought. �Now,� the guide 
continues, �they are doomed to an 
eternity of lack of purpose, deprived 
forever of the anticipation of a well-hit 
shot, a  well-won hole, a well-
remembered anecdote. Golf and life 
and even death itself have lost all 

purpose. They are 
haunted, though, by 
vestigial memories of 
what might have been. 
But now in, our world, it is 
nearly dawn and if we are 
to complete our journey 
we must move on�.      

Together the pair swim down, down, 
down, to the Seventh level of Hell.   
                                                                          
      Continued on the next page……. 
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Circle Seven: Golf Rage         Gussy 
becomes aware that silence reigned 
over the heretics in level Six. Now the 
wailing and howling has returned with 
great intensity. As his vision clears a 
little, he peers through the glass 
barrier. The terrain consists of thorny 
thickets and there, struggling through 
the undergrowth, he sees a sad 
procession of almost naked golfers 
who strike blindly and despairingly at 
their balls and at themselves and at 
each other. Driver against ankle, long 
iron into arm, wedge into skull. Some 
lack an arm, a hand, a foot. One even 
lacks a head. One, he notices, takes a 
putter and breaks it across his knee. 
Another flings his Great Big Bertha 
from the thicket into a nearby lake. 
With every shot the thorns tear at their 
flesh. �These are the violent ones, the 
sufferers from golf rage, those who 
have shown violence to others, to 
themselves and to the game itself�, the 
newt explains. �And here the golfing 
Hell moves closer to that other Hell, 
that Inferno so well documented by 
that Florentine, the only other visitor to 
return to earth to tell of the infernal 
regions. Two levels still remain - level 
Eight, occupied by the simply 
fraudulent and level Nine, the realm of 
the betrayers�.  

 

Circle Eight: The Cheats    Down, 
down, down. Gussy senses that they 
must be nearing the centre of the 
earth. They are approaching Circle 
Eight, the circle of the fraudulent - 
those who have cheated their ways 
through life and even in the royal 
game of golf. As they descend, the 
light begins to brighten. This time it is 
a dazzling white. It is as though the 
world beyond is illuminated by a 
million piercing laser beams. Though 
his eyes are weak, Gussy sees all 
before him with an intense clarity. Into 
his view comes one he recognises, 
Bradbury Fisher, the millionaire who 
played for stakes that even he could 
not afford. Bradbury glances round 
shiftily, then flicks his ball from under 
a great grassy tuft. The lie improved, 
he strikes it firmly and moves on. 
Then another appears, looks for his 
ball, then slyly drops a substitute from 
an inner pocket. He, too, strikes and 
moves on. The third member of this 
infernal three-ball takes a swing, 
misses, and pretends it was just a 
practice stroke, then strikes again. 
�These are the cheaters,� his guide 
explains,� doomed to cheat forever 
while their loved ones watch�. �But 
where are they?� asks Gussy, �where 
are their loved ones?� And as he asks, 
the trees and grasses seem to wail 
and moan.   

Circle Nine: The Great Betrayers  

�There is no golfing Circle Nine� says 
the great newt, � but before dawn 
breaks we must glimpse the lowest 
level of Hell, the Lake of Cocytus, the 
zone of treachery and betrayal.   One 
you will see there is suffering even 
now for the betrayal of his guests�.   
Down, down, down through eternal 
and infernal darkness. Then the light 
clears and Gussy sees beyond the 
glass a vast expanse of frozen ice. 
�Our visit must be brief,� says his 
guide, �so I have led you here to the 
zone of Ptolomea - where those who 
have betrayed their guests freeze 
head-down in the ice for evermore�.  

The newt then takes his leave and, as 
Gussy emerges from the murky 
depths of his sleep, he thinks to 
himself, �what a dream I�ve had�. �My 
fourball won�t believe me. I know what. 
I�ll tell them, but I�ll call it Gollum�s (his 
best friend) dream�.   

With thanks to past Links Editor John 
Hawkins who sent in the above  
parody of Dante's Inferno from 'The 
Divine Comedy' which he “borrowed” 
from a Goodwood Golf Club member.   
Readers may also care to note that 
the name of our fourth hole in the 
early last century was also Avernus . 

 

A  dozen past Northwood Club 
Captains went to the New 
Connaught Rooms in 

Holborn on 6 December 2005, to 
attend the annual dinner of the 
Society of London Golf Captains 
with 300 other Captains    Our own 
Derek Purvey presided as the 
Society’s Captain, something only 
achieved by two other members of 
Northwood, George Walker and Ken 
Whitaker. 

A fanfare from three trumpeters 
from the Kings Troop Royal Artillery 
welcomed Captain Derek and his 
guests, the Right Honourable 
Justice T M Gault, Captain of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club 
of St Andrews, as well as the guest speaker for the evening, 
John Wild, from Wigan Golf Club.   

A telegram from the Queen was read  wishing everyone a 
pleasant evening and she hoped the Society would continue 
to prosper in the coming year.   Each of the speeches was 

preceded by a fanfare from the 
trumpeters and all three speakers were 
first class.    Justice Gault conveyed 
the best wishes from the   R & A .   
Witty but sincere and, best of all, he 
on l y  spok e fo r  a r ound  f i ve 
minutes.   Derek responded on behalf 
of the London Captains and did an 
excellent job, he spoke for about 
twelve minutes.   Then came the 
moment of the evening, the response 
to the guests by John Wild ,speaking, 
for thirty seven minutes.    I lost track of 
time because I hadn�t laughed so much 
for years.    He received a well 
deserved standing ovation when he sat 
down. 

A  very  pleasant  evening was  enjoyed by all.       Well done 
Derek, may the rest of your year be as successful.                                                                                                                       

                        #� � � 	�� � 	� �  �
(One could be forgiven for thinking that there was a bet running on the 
length of the speeches - who won?   Ed) 
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Two attempts at the September Bowl? 
Dear Sir, 

I have recently heard rumours of actions which many of 
us would consider to be unethical and/or very sharp 
practice and therefore not compatible with being a 
member of our Club and I would like to scotch these 
stories before they gather anymore credence and harm 
one of the special annual competitions we have at 
Northwood. 
The competition is The September Bowl (previously 
known as The Biffa Bowl) a competition for married 
couples that is “played any time in September” .  As 
those of us fortunate to be able to play in this 
competition know, each couple arranges with another 
couple to play during September and the format is 
Foursomes Stableford.  The master list is kept in the Pro 
Shop and entrance fees are paid to The Pro before 
playing.  He also looks after the completed cards until 
the result is announced at The September Bowl Dinner, 
early in October. 
The rumour circulating is that couples have been 
playing more than one round and then entering their 
best score for the Competition. However, thankfully, 
Chris Holdsworth has assured me that he is sure that 
this has never happened and that he would certainly 
not allow it if he was aware of it. 
I hope that Jenny and I can continue to enter The 
September Bowl secure in the knowledge that it is a 
fair Competition and played by all entrants in the 
same spirit, which was the intention of Mr and Mrs 
Biffa when they first presented the Bowl in 1970. 
Yours sincerely 

John Simmons 

�Who got the Wor ld Golf Tickets? 

Dear Editor�

NGC appears recently to be acquiring some executive 

grade blotting paper, with idiosyncratic qualities. 

This blotting paper soaks up no more than its proper 

relative proportion of bar bills, club subs, life 

memberships, debentures, and term locker rentals.    

However, it absorbs completely such things as the first 

opportunity to purchase 2005 Summer Ball tickets and the 

allocation of stewardships for the World Championship 

Golf event at The Grove. 

Like all good blotting paper it remains opaque, leaving 

only a faint impression of what it has absorbed, exciting 

curiosity rather than informing. 

A. Contributor (name withheld on request) 

 

A reply from The Chairman of the Board to           

                Colin Simpson 

Dear Editor 

I have a good deal of sympathy with Colin’s theme.  

Information is important to members of any organisation 

and I can assure Colin that if this Board and previous 

ones have failed to deliver on this it has not been 

deliberate.  We certainly don’t rely on unofficial 

grapevines; they are more trouble than they are worth.   

The Board has had a lot on its plate for a long time but 

we do try to keep everyone informed of what is 

happening both in Links and on notice boards.  I hope 

no-one would complain about our detailed 

communications about all the course and clubhouse 

changes, including Brian Evans’s excellent notice about 

the Pro’s shop and his recent Clubhouse Information 

Update.   

However, we do make mistakes and events do 

sometimes overtake us: the water fountains have not 

been a success, the delay in completion of the terrace 

has been disappointing and the licence application was 

embarrassing but we did apologise.    Having said that, 

there is always room for improvement. 

David Wild 

Lack of Information 
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No bad deal? 
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Bryan Lund 

EGM  -  The Crossroads?  

Dear Sir, 

I am not sure that it emerges clearly from the note sent out by our Board with the 

Notice of EGM that their proposals, if adopted, would entirely alter the nature of our 

Club. 

At present we are a members’  club providing facilities for its members, and we still 

have discretion as to whom we admit to membership. 

 
If the proposed resolutions are adopted there will be a fundamental change.  We will 

no longer be providing our golf for ourselves, but we will ‘provide facilities for and 

promote  participation of the whole community in the sport of golf.’   ‘Membership of 

the Club will be open to all persons’  save those who cannot meet ‘ the requirements of 

golf as a particular sport’   - whatever this means.   The Club may refuse membership 

only ‘ for good and sufficient cause such as conduct or character likely to bring the 

Club or sport into disrepute.’      We need to know if these causes exist at the time 

membership is considered since the onus is on us to justify rejection. 

 
The requirements for a CASC are elaborated in the Inland Revenue Guidance Notes.  

Autonomy over fees and admission to membership is lost.   Fees can only be set ‘at a 

level which does not pose a significant obstacle to membership’  so that they ‘must be 

set at a level that most members of the community are able to afford.’    To meet these 

criteria it is suggested that fees might be cross-subsidised from other income sources, 

the Club buying and hiring equipment or making it available at reduced rates.   

There are  restrictions on the free selection of new members.   Membership must be 

‘open to all without discrimination’ .   Discrimination for this purpose includes 

rejecting applicants who have not reached an acceptable golfing standard, as a club 

must seek ‘ to promote the attainment of excellence by enhancing access and the 

development of sporting aptitude.’   Candidates for membership, therefore, have to be 

selected regardless of their abilities as golfers. 

The proposed changes throw the Club open to the public as a public facility and it 

would be unrealistic to imagine that the tax benefits of CASC status could be enjoyed 

without actually implementing the requirements.   We are to relinquish our status as a 

private club in return for a saving of £35,000 on our rates. 

Members may take the view that the proposed change is a good one and the money 

will be a welcome addition to our coffers.   Fine, but let us be in no doubt of the effect 

on the Club of voting for the proposed Resolutions.  

Yours faithfully, 

Brian Clark                 NB:  The words in italics are direct quotations  from the 

                                         Resolutions and the Revenue’s Notes of Guidance.  

 

� 

 

 

 

 

 

A response to Br ian Clark from Stephen Lee, Financial Director  

Brian raises several valid points to which I would offer the following 
comments.       Firstly, membership is currently open to all members of the 
community. The Articles were changed in October 2004 to allow 
prospective members to apply without having either a recognised handicap 
or a proposer and seconder. The only requirement (currently) is that they 
should be able to play golf and achieve a certain handicap. Under CASC, 
we cannot refuse membership to someone new to golf; however, we are 
advised that we can insist that they need to learn to play the game before 
being allowed on the course purely on health and safety grounds. 

Clubs can still have limitations on the number of members and, again we 
are advised that the only restriction is on not allowing “better”  golfers to 
jump the queue if there is a waiting list. Under CASC we can still refuse or 
revoke membership where it is felt that this would be in the best interests of 
the club, provided it is on a non-discriminatory basis. 
On the question of fees, our CASC advisers have told us that these have to  

be set at a “reasonable”  level. The reasonableness test relates to other golf 
clubs in the area, not to any other type of club. Provided that a club can 
justify its fees and that these are required for the upkeep and improvement 
of the facilities, then these are reasonable. It goes without saying that the 
costs of a club in terms of agronomy and maintenance are usually high and 
these need to be funded. In response to a question already raised by 
HMR&C regarding our subscriptions we have supplied details of other 
local clubs, including their fees, who have achieved CASC status and this 
has been accepted.      
 
The Board does not believe that we are throwing the Club open to the 
public as a public facility and we will certainly retain our status as a private 
members’  club. We believe that the proposed changes will have minimal 
impact on how the club operates and is run and this should be set against 
the substantial financial advantage to the Club. 
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DROPPING  (AND RE-DROPPING) THE BALL. 

A little test to start.  A player, taking relief from a staked 
tree some 90 yards away from the flag, takes a wedge to 
determine the nearest point of relief, which he marks with a 
tee-peg. He then takes his driver and measures off one 
club-length, at which he inserts another tee-peg. He then 
stands with his back to the flag and drops the ball a couple 
of feet behind the second peg. The ball bounces forward 
and hits the second peg before rolling away a couple of 
yards, where it comes to rest no nearer the hole than where 
it originally lay but forward of where it first hit the ground. 
Has the player incurred any penalty and/or should he re-
drop the ball? 

Do think about this. The answers are below. 

Do you know how to drop and when to re-drop ? 

Stand upright, hold the ball out at arms length and at 
shoulder height and let go (But how often do you see 
players drop the ball with the arm inclined down at an angle 
of 20 degrees or more?). 

If it touches the player, his partner, or either of their caddies 
or their equipment, it must be redropped (any number of 
times under these circumstances). Any small object, such 
as a tee- peg or coin, used to mark the position of the ball 
or indicate the dropping area does not rank as equipment 
and so it does not matter if the dropped ball strikes it. 

When the ball is dropped, it must be redropped, without 
penalty, if it finishes up in any of the following situations: 

(i)    In a hazard (when dropped outside it); 

(ii)  Outside a hazard into which it was dropped; 

(iii) On a putting green; 

(iv) Out of bounds; 

(v)  In a position in which there is still interference from a 
condition from which free relief is being taken, i.e. an 
immovable obstruction, GUR, casual water or other 
abnormal ground condition, or back into its own pitch mark, 
having been embedded (Rule 25-2); 

(vi)  Nearer the hole than the point where it last crossed the 
margin of a water hazard or of GUR in which the ball was 
lost. 

(vii) If the ball rolls more than two club lengths from the 
point where it first struck the course, or if it finishes up 
nearer the hole than its original position. The ball might roll 
or bounce nearer the hole than the point where it first struck 
the ground, but as long as it is still no nearer the hole than 
the point where it originally lay, it does not have to be re-
dropped. Note also that the rule about not rolling more than 
two club-lengths applies in all cases, even if the original 
drop had to be at a specific point or within one club length 
of somewhere. A ball might be dropped in the rough but 
finish in a closely mown area, or vice versa, but that is OK 
as long as the other requirements have been satisfied. This 
is because the Rules do not distinguish between what is 
normally called rough and fairway. Both are regarded as 

“through the green”. 

Very often, the ball is redropped but finishes up again in 
one of the above situations. In that case what you do is to 
place the ball at the point it struck the ground on the 
second attempt. 

Most of this stuff (and more) is to be found in Rule 20.                                              

The answer  to both questions raised in the opening 
paragraph is “no”. He has done nothing wrong and should 
now play the ball as it lies. 

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������$� 	�� � � � � �� � 		� � � � � � � � �$� 	�� � � � � �� � 		� � � � � � � � �$� 	�� � � � � �� � 		� � � � � � � � �$� 	�� � � � � �� � 		� � � � � � � � �  
 As always, queries from members are most welcome,                
 and should be sent through the Editor.                                                   

COINCIDENCES 
Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846. 
John F Kennedy was elected to Congress in 1946. 
 
Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1860. 
John F Kennedy was elected President in 1960. 
 
Both were particularly concerned with civil rights. 
Both wives lost children while living in the White House. 
 
Both Presidents were shot on a Friday. 
Both Presidents were shot in the head. 
 
Lincoln’s secretary was named Kennedy. 
Kennedy’s secretary was named Lincoln. 
 
Both were assassinated by Southerners. 
Both were succeeded by Southerners named Johnson. 
 
Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was born in 1808. 
Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born in 1908. 
 
John Wilkes Booth,  assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839. 
Lee Harvey Oswald, assassinated Kennedy, was born in 1939. 
 
Both assassins were known by their three names. 
Both names are composed of fifteen letters. 
 
Lincoln was shot at the theatre named Ford. 
Kennedy was shot in a car called Lincoln made by Ford. 
 
Lincoln was shot in a theatre and Booth hid in a warehouse. 
Kennedy was shot from a warehouse and Oswald hid in a 
theatre. 
 
Both Booth and Oswald were assassinated before their trials. 
 

A week before Lincoln was shot, he was in Monroe, Maryland.          
A week before Kennedy was shot, he was with Marilyn 
Monroe.                             ��������������������������������������������������������������������������
� � � � ��� ��� � � � 	 ��
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 � � � � � ��Initially, members’ 
advertisements are printed  free of charge, subject to available 

space.   For any product or service sold as a result of this 
advertisement, it would be expected that a 5% donation would be 
made to the Captains’ Charities.   Commercial advertising is also 

welcome, prices upon application to the Editor. 

������ �� � 	��� � �


 ��
������ �� ���
Perhaps you have been a signwriter or have 

aspirations to be one.   Maybe you were 
connected with advertising - whatever!   Your 

skills are needed,  the appreciation will be 
immense and the financial rewards will be in 

heaven!    Contact Ted Gray 018958 823374 
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 � � � � � � � � � 
 � � ����
John & Anne Wilson will look after your every need in the 
beautiful countryside of the Algarve. Ten minutes from the 

“golden triangle” championship golf courses for the 
occasional game of golf, tour the countryside and find old 

Portugal, or just relax by the pool. 
Whatever your taste, you will enjoy good food,                   
wine & grand scenery in a restful atmosphere                     

just 15 minutes from Faro airport. 
Taking 2006 bookings now 

 to fit your early cheap flight deals 
 

01442 831238 or griffinhurst@lineone.net 
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your  PGA professional�
(just in case you had forgotten )�
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Book today - call Stewart on 

� � � � � � � �  � � !  � �

Most of this stuff (and more) is to be found in Rule 20.                                               
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A busy stretch of the M1 is to have a 40mph speed 
limit for the next three years while it is widened to 

create a lane for cars carrying at least one passenger.    
The cameras will deter drivers from slowing down 
briefly and speeding up again by measuring their 

average speed between the M25 and Luton junctions. 
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Portuguese-style 4 bedroom house, well appointed and situated in 
the small picturesque fishing village of Burgau, Western Algarve.  

Beautiful location overlooking the beach, village and hillside viewed  
from the various  terraces. 

 Close to swimming pool, restaurants and nearby golf courses.  
Sleeps up to 8 ( plus cots if required) 

 Contact: Clive or Judy Marsh  for more details 

01923 450990 or  clivemarsh@hotmail.com 
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N orthwood Golf 
Club can now 
justifiably take 
its place as the 

premier golfing facility 
in Middlesex – now that 
the pro shop has been 
updated in line with the 
rest of the 
clubhouse.   

The shop 
has now 

been bought into the 21st century and its 
contemporary style gives a more appropriate first 
impression to members and visitors alike. 

Club professional, Chris Holdsworth, says “ I thank 
the Board of Directors for sanctioning the funding 
of the renovation – the resulting shop has far 
exceeded my expectations and I now have a truly 
Professional shop.   

“The re-styling of the shop, with its extensive 
fittings, has given me a far greater drawing board on 
which to display my stock  This has freed up the 
floor space and we no longer suffer from ‘not being 
able to see the woods for the irons’ !  

“ I will continue to be stocking men’s and ladies’  
clothing, shoes and the usual pro shop goodies.  
Keep your eyes on the boards outside the shop as 

there will be many great offers throughout the year. 

“Retailing runs in my family – my grandfather had a drapery 
shop in Walthamstow, which coincidentally was refurbished in 
1936 and I have used a copy of his promotional advertisement to 
promote the new opening of my shop.  My grandfather was even 
more fortunate than me as he also had two market stalls in front 
of his shop!!”  

Work starts on the refurbishment  
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Competition 1st 2nd Best Gross 
Coles Cup M & D Robak N Baker & N Lines �
December Stableford M Devery M Carroll �
December Midweek Stableford  R Chiese G Simons �
January Stableford B Phelps K Brogan �
February Medal R Scibilia B Ratcliffe N Baker 
February Midweek Stableford C Gornall K Lloyd �
3 Club &  a Putter P Thornton D Penny �

�
The following Qualifying Competitions Bronze Division 2 results were inadvertently left out of the last edition of Links – many apologies  
September Medal    Sook Ko                                   October Medal       Dee Evans 

Sept Stableford       Julie Thompson                        November Medal  Sook Ko 

�

��
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Hurst Cup� Alison Somek� Denise Crouch� ��
LGU Silver Medal� Rosemary Rawlinson�  � ��
LGU Bronze Medal� Rachel Rooker�  � �
Middlesex Eclectic – Silver� Margaret Barkwith�  � ��
Middlesex Eclectic – Bronze� Brenda Goldup�  � ��
� � � ��� � �� � 
� � � � � � �� �� � � � � ��� � � �  � � � ! � 
"�  � � � ! � 
""�
December Medal� Masa Noguchi� Gene Kim� Sook Ko�

December Stableford� Denise Crouch� Sheila Bright ( 1 Bronze Div)  �
January Medal� Carole Monro� Sheila Bright (1 Bronze Div) �

January Stableford� Margaret Barkwith� Melanie Roberts (1 Bronze Div)  �
February Medal� Rosemary Rawlinson�
February Stableford� Margaret Barkwith� Ulla Hising� Ursula Garner�

Shirley Woods (1 Bronze Div  �

Gentlemen’s Results 

Ladies’  Results 

The new, bright,       
well-stocked       

Professional shop 


