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Random Thoughts from the Editor

Copyright House of Links. This
newsletter is intended to inform the
members of NGC of some of the
happenings at their Golf Club. ltems are
included at the sole discretion of the
Editor. Any important news, and for that
matter, any pointless articles, will no
doubt appear from time to time. You
have the overall say in what is suitable
for your eyes - so read at your own risk!

Published by NGC Office

Editor Dennis Sare
Editor's Assistant Erin Dors
Roving Reporters Anyone

who has anything to offer

Rules Agrate Nosherie
Guest Contributors Y. Notyew
Flying Edna Kloud

Crime Reports Hassan Aklue

Cookery Freda Mare

Fishing Courtney Lobsters
Regular Columnists

Club Captain

Lady Captain

Chairman of House

Chairman of Green

Chairman of Membership

All Section Captains

Advertising Always possible
Research  Whenever

Design by Anagram Design

COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE

1 June 2007 latest
Please give any articles or
advertisements to be included in
the next issue to Dennis Sare
either by sending an email with an
attachment to
dennis.sare@btinternet.com

NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS
or by posting a letter, CD or
floppy disc (which he promises to
return) into his pigeon hole.
This will be fine as this will save a
lot of time re-typing! At worst, hand
written/typed copy will be OK .

ome while back IT was used to

describe Clara Bow (ask your
Grandad) but now even golf clubs have
had to embrace it and learn its quirks and
vagaries.  After a “sort out” of NGC's
computer system a software package
was installed which was the bees knees
we were told. So bees kneesy was it
that our website hosts hadn't the skills to
accommodate our needs for some
months. All that is in the past.  Links
has been told that our website is now all
bells and whistles - fixtures for up to two
months ahead; events likewise; match
and competition results; handicaps for
Gentlemen and Ladies - as well as full
details about the sections and what the
Club has to offer.

BUT most importantly members can be
emailed, for example, with urgent
information or temporary changes of
rules, so that they are kept informed as
soon as something alters at the Club. So
what? | hear some say. Well, just as one
example, how many of you turned up
expecting to use your trolley and found
that they were banned? The emailed
members already knew! Do have a look
at the outside back page for more details.

Andrew Butler’s green fee idea that he
outlined in the last edition of Links
has brought forth a spirited reply from our
Marketing guru Brian Hall. Andrew’s idea
was to increase green fees at Northwood
whereas Brian can't agree and explains
his thoughts. It make interesting reading
on page 17 of this edition.

n page 15 our new Finance Director,

David Leedham, tells us of the
balancing of budgets that he has
inherited.  Elsewhere, Green Chairman
Jim Thorpe is desperate for an increase

in his green budget. The House
Committee wants to carry out much
needed updating of our premises,
particularly the entrance hall. Sheila
Bright's Membership Committee is busy
getting the membership numbers up
whilst trying to retain those who are
already members. The membership at
large is expecting a subscription
increase, while those on a fixed income
(not inflation protected) are hoping that
any increase is small. Everyoneis
looking at our esteemed near neighbour
(or should be) to ensure that our subs
don’t exceed theirs.
Oh dear, it's a
complicated world
this golf business
isn'tit?  Luckily, we
have some sound
people who are
wonderful at juggling
in the Board Room.
Mind you, | bet it's a
bit noisy at times.

he course is
beginning to look
terrific now and no
wonder, after all
the hard work that
our Course
Manager and his troops have put in. The
fairways are now complimenting our
greens and are looking so good. With
luck, my golf will rise to the occasion (an
example of hope triumphing over
experience perhaps?).

The Dress Code for 2007?
Not sure if it'll catch on

S ummer golf here we come!

Practise for the real thing - Roulette, Blackjack,
Hold ‘em Poker, and much more

All the croupiers are teachers of all the games

Finger buffet - playing chips included - Prizes for
those with the most chips at the end of the evening

Want to see how the greens, course and clubhouse used to be and how they were changed?
Log on to: www.ngc-howitwasdone.co.uk

and have a look

© NGC 2007
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The Club Captain’s Report

hey say that ‘time flies when you

are having fun’. This is certainly
true as far as | am concerned, as four
hugely enjoyable months have sped by
since the AGM.

As ever, this period has been busy, as
much on the social side as on the
golfing front. The traditional
Wednesday Fourball Christmas
meeting and lunch, Turkey Trot and
Nooners’ Turkey Trot were all very well
supported and great fun. The
Christmas Lunch and New Year's Eve
Party were both fully booked and most
successful, with Derek Goulding and
his band being in particularly fine form
at the latter.

The visit of the Pure Bee Gees in
January and the St. Valentine’s dinner
dance in February were both sell outs
and, from the comments | have
received, much enjoyed. In between,
the annual Juniors Dinner was very well
organised by Nigel Gornall and his
Committee. This has become a very
popular event in the calendar, with
great support from members and
parents who, as wusual, clearly
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Very
best wishes for the season to the new
Juniors Captain Joe Scibilia and his
Vice Captain, Paul Hopkins.

Our new caterer, Elvio, continues to
settle in well and on 2 March 46
members and their partners attended a
gourmet Italian evening in the Gallery
restaurant. The food was most much
enjoyed by everyone and it is hoped
that further dining-in evenings will be
organised later in the year.

As March progresses, we will have
enjoyed another Quiz Evening on the
10 March, organised by Chris and
Jenny Jaggs. This will have been
followed closely on Saturday 17 March
by the St Patrick’'s Day golf competition,
with a meal in the evening and then
dancing to the music of Poteen Still.
The St George’s Day Competition on
21 April will involve a contest between
England and the Rest.  This will be
followed by a meal and a disco. Look
out for details when they are posted.
Then on 12 May we are arranging a
Casino Evening, as we seek to
continue providing a varied social

programme.  Support for the various
events has been terrific and it has been
nice to see a number of new members
attending. Thank you all for your
support.

There are several forthcoming events
that | should like to bring to your
attention:-

Sunday 27 May

President’s Mixed Foursomes
Sunday 3 June

Captain’s Prize Day
Saturday 16 June

The Summer Ball

Friday 22June

Summer Solstice Competition
Saturday 23 June

Club Championship
Thursday 28 June
Gentlemen’s Invitation Day
Saturday 30 June

Club Golf Day

(a must for all members)
Friday 20 July

The Northwood Pro-Am
Thursday 26 July

St.Luke’s Hospice Charity Golf Day
Saturday 28 July

Johnny Ransome Members Cup
(not in the diary)

While it is cheering to look forward to
the Spring, members will know that the
weather has been rather unkind over
the Winter months. Although it has
been exceptionally mild, apart from the
cold snap that brought snow on 8
February and closed the course for
three days, as everyone knows, there
has been a lot of rain.

The good news is that the new greens
have performed brilliantly. The bad
news is that some parts of the course
have become very wet indeed;
conditions being so bad that both the
Medal and Stableford competitions in
February had to be cancelled. With the
possibility of such ‘exceptional’ weather
becoming the norm in future, it seems
that we shall have to look hard at
improving the drainage on several parts
of the course over the next year or two.
Yet another task for the hard working
Green Committee!

At this point, | should like to pay tribute

to the Directors of the Club as well as
all of the members of the various
Committees. Each and every one of
them is working extremely hard and
successfully to develop our Club. At
times this can be a thankless task and
so, on behalf of all of the Members, |
should like to thank them all for their
considerable efforts.

In conclusion, may | finish with a few
random thoughts.  Firstly, | was very
sorry to hear that Maureen Chapman
had decided to stand down as the Lady
Vice Captain and | should like to thank
her for her great support since the
AGM. Many congratulations and very
best wishes go to Denise Crouch, who
has taken over the role. Secondly, I'm
sure that members will wish to support
the divoting evening planned for
Wednesday 11 April and, thirdly, that
there will be a good turn out for the
Greens Forum on Monday 16 April. In
the meantime, a plea to all members to
repair pitch marks, even if they are not
their own and to guard against slow
play. Finally, despite the weather, | do
hope that you are all enjoying every
day. Very best wishes for the season
ahead.

Following the recent NGC Survey, a large
percentage of gentlemen members wanted
more pictures of birds with long legs.

Ever willing to oblige. Ed.

Fear not for the future - weep not for the past

Percy Byshe Shelley
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The Pearson Trophy

n several cold and windy Sunday lunchtimes this

winter those of you, sensible enough to be in the bar
or restaurant, may have noticed a huddle of ladies
practising their chipping and putting skills and absorbing
Stewart’'s advice on match play and thrashing the
opposition. What you witnessed was the band of
determined lady golfers that make up NGC's 2007
Pearson Team preparing themselves for, what we hope,
will be a winning year.

Originally a competition for 1 — 24 handicaps, the Pearson
Trophy nowadays gives higher handicappers (15 — 32) the
chance to play competitive inter-county match play. (I
should add here that, personally, | see 15 as a challenging
aspiration, not a high handicap!) But don't be fooled by
the term ‘higher handicappers’, which implies a certain
degree of inexperience. Many a Pearson team includes
expert, battle hardened past low handicappers who have
retained their lethal short game skills whilst their
handicaps have crept back up to the late teens and early
twenties. The tournament has a reputation for being hard
fought and for a club to win its county section or compete
in the semi finals and finals, is no mean achievement.

As far as | can make out from the records that | have
seen, Northwood has won twice (1926 and 1983) and
reached the finals once in 1965. More recently (no one |
have spoken to can remember exactly which year!) we
reached the semi finals under the Captaincy of Muriel
Roberts. Recalling her first tee nerves in the semi-final
knock out at Bush Hill Park GC, Angela Butler said ‘When
the Master of Ceremonies announced my name on the tee
| was so nervous my legs went to jelly and | could hear my
heart pounding in my ears. Thankfully, | had Maureen
Chapman as my caddy who took control of things and got
me going.’

Miss Issette Pearson, who was co-founder and Secretary
of the LGU started the Pearson Trophy in 1920. Teams
consisted of an odd number of at least seven-a-side,
depending on how many wished to play on the day. The
Trophy is played amongst four counties: Hertfordshire,
Kent, Middlesex and Surrey. At first twelve clubs took part
but by the 1990s this had grown to 151. In 1921 it was
suggested that higher handicaps (13 — 30) were involved.
At that time everyone had a professional caddy and there
were complaints about players using relatives to save
money!

In 1955 a new trophy was purchased with the original
going to the Golf Museum. The four counties each
contributed ten shillings (50p) per club: Hertfordshire gave
£9.00, Kent £8.50, Middlesex £13.00 and Surrey £19.00.

18 clubs play in the Middlesex section and this year

Northwood has drawn Harrow School, North Middlesex,
Bush Hill Park and Sudbury. A Home and Away game is
played, starting against Sudbury on 15 March (won 6-1)

and finishing against Harrow School on 10 May . So we
have a total of eight matches ahead of us and with seven
players per team, some 56 games to play.

The Squad of 15 players plus supporters has worked hard
over the last few months, attending training sessions with
Stewart and practising regularly against each other. But it
hasn't all been hard work; there was a rather noisy meal at
the Tai Pan restaurant and a two-day break at Donnington
Grove (a very long course with a wonderful gothic
mansion hotel). Now we're just keen to get out there and
see what we can do.

NGC Pearson Team Captain

L #
$% #&

)

Sponsorship forms are posted up in the Ladies’
and Gentlemen'’s Locker Rooms

MEN'S INVITATION DAY

Bring a friend and enjoy a great day

Thursday 28 June 2007

Light Breakfast 9am & draw for tees
Shotgun Start 10am
9 holes of Greensome golf
Snack Lunch
18 Holes of 4 ball-better-ball golf
Great Prizes
3 Course Dinner and Prize Giving
Cost £55 per pair
For further details contact the Office or:

Peter Jackson (01494 871586) or
Brian Ratcliffe (020 8429 3590)

Watch the Notice Boards for Entry details

The real danger lies not in what terrorism inflicts , but what it provokes  Martin Amis
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The Lady Captain’s Report

he four months since taking over as Lady Captain have

flown by with many successful golf and social events,
starting with the Ladies Bridge and Raffle which raised £167
for Harefield Hospital Scanner Appeal. Many thanks to all
who donated prizes. 51 ladies took part in the Ladies
Christmas Drawn competition on 12 December — play was
over 14 holes and fortunately the weather was perfect.
There was a happy, relaxed atmosphere and | was kept
busy in the bar dispensing coffee, brandy and mince pies.
Many thanks to Elvio for donating the coffee and mince pies.
Thanks to Denise Crouch and Brenda Goldie for arranging
the golf and to Jenny Kinsella and Julie Thompson for all
their help in organising the refreshments.  The winning
team consisted of Phil France, Carole Monro and Rachel
Rooker with 49 pts.  Shirley Dare won the 9-hole
competition and Brenda Goldie won ‘Nearest the Pin in Two’
on the 17th.

The fully subscribed Christmas Lunch was a great success
and David Killick had arranged for a Magician to entertain
us. Alan Severn continued his long run of playing the music
for the Christmas Carols, this year from an elevated position
on the new staging, which was well received. New Year’s
Eve was also a sell-out and, as always, a tremendous
success.

As an alternative to exchanging Christmas cards amongst
the ladies a ‘Big Christmas Card’ was supplied and the
ladies invited to sign, making a donation towards the Ladies
Charity. This proved to be very successful and £114.70 was
raised. Thank you all.

A cheque for £1,525 was presented to the Lynda Jackson
Centre, which was Jennifer Buckmaster’s charity last year.

48 ladies attended the Ladies Lunch on Thursday 22
February when we returned to the more traditional format. It
proved very successful and we all appreciated the
opportunity to catch up with old friends.

Some of the Northwood Ladies enjoying their Annual Lunch

The Ladies are organising a Rules Quiz Evening on
Wednesday 28 March to be run by Malcolm Wadsworth, a
qualified Rules Official — everyone is welcome so please

sign up. Malcolm has had a session on the rules with the
Pearson Team and the afternoon was a tremendous
success. Everyone felt they would like him back on a
regular basis, so | feel we shall be in for a treat on the 28,

The next big event on the Ladies’ calendar is the Ladies
Dinner on Thursday 12 April and | hope as many ladies as
possible will attend. @~ We have a guest speaker, Helen
Emms, who runs training courses on positive thinking and
there will be a draw for ‘Dinner for Two at the Grove’. An
evening not to be missed.

The list is up for the Summer Ball — and | am sure it will be a
success.

At the request of many of our gentlemen members, there will
be another Mixed Drawn Fun Competition on Tuesday 31
July. | shall follow the same format as used by Jennifer
Buckmaster in 2006, as it was such a success. One thing
we discovered last year was that ladies would not make as
good Portuguese caddies as the men. The ladies obviously
will have to practice their footwork.

On a more serious note, due to personal circumstances
Maureen Chapman has resigned as Lady Vice Captain and
we all wish her well. Denise Crouch has taken over as Lady
Vice Captain and | wish her every success. Angela Butler
has been co-opted onto the Ladies Committee until our next
AGM - thank you Angela.

The first round of the national inter-club competition run by
the Mail on Sunday was played on Sunday 11 February at
home against Finchley, which resulted in a 3 and 2 win for
Northwood; the winning team consisted of Margaret
Barkwith, Denise Crouch, Penny Dark, Carole Monro and
Sheila Orchard — well done. (Late News: NGC Ladies
beat Whipsnade on 3 March. Ed)

| would like to welcome two new members to the Ladies
Section; Beth Heritage and Alison Montague.

As | write this the course is very wet but, personally, | am
not complaining when | think back to last summer and how
dry everything was - although it was amazing that our
fairways remained in such good condition, thanks to David
Leach. The days are getting longer and with the good
weather so hopefully will my drives. The best of the golf is
to come and | for one need the exercise, thanks to Elvio’'s
delicious food.

I wish you all a very happy and enjoyable summer with
plenty of good golf followed by drinks on the patio.

It is with much regret that we report the death of
Mrs E M Johnson (Betty). A member of NGC

since 1952, she will be remembered for being
Lady Captain in 1960-61

Intuition is the strange instinct that tells a woma

n she is right, whether she is or not
Oscar Wilde
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Juniors Section Report

First of all, a big thank-you to everyone who supported
our Juniors’ Dinner and Raffle. The Dinner was
extremely well supported, with 120 people attending. Our
raffle was also exceptionally well supported, raising £1,960
for our year's activities. Thank you to everyone who put up
with our raffle ticket sellers, who, | think, must have sold
tickets to every member.

Congratulations to Joe Scibilia and Paul Hopkins on being
elected Captain and Vice Captain respectively of the Juniors
Section. | hope they enjoy their year and they lead the team
to success.

Perhaps you will have seen Stewart McGregor giving group
coaching sessions on Saturday mornings to a group of our
Juniors. 19 Juniors signed up and attended these sessions
where they have been given lessons in putting, chipping,
course management, etiquette and rules. 3 March saw the
end of this ten week period of lessons, after which a
selection of Juniors took on the Tigers A and B teams in a
three way match.

The match was played with eleven players from each
section taking part. The format was three way match play,
so there were three matches in each group, 2 points for a
win and 1 point for a half. The cream rose to the top and the
Tigers A team were comfortable winners with 32 points,
Tigers B came second (19) and the Juniors brought up the
rear (15). The format and day proved a big success and was
enjoyed by everyone taking part. It gave the Juniors some
excellent match-play practice whilst gaining valuable

games are on 20 and 27 May and your support would be
most welcome.

Our season started during the School half-term in mid
February, when James Morgenstern won the first Junior
Medal of the year with a net score of 69, a very good score
in the conditions. James is also doing well in the Club
Challenge KO as he has won through to the semi-finals and
we wish him well

The Middlesex County Golf Union, through their Secretary,
Andy Williams (one of our members), arranged for our
Juniors to attend the Northwick Park Centre for coaching
and swing analysis. 12 Juniors attended this session where
they were given courtesy of the range and video analysis of
their swings. We are hoping that some of our Juniors will be
asked by MCGU to attend further sessions, leading on to
Middlesex representation.

MCGU also organised special clinics at the Northwick Park
Centre and several of our Juniors attended. The day
included coaching on all the aspects of the game, advice on
the selection of equipment, game improvement softwear and
a talk by Peter McEvoy about making golf a career. They
were also given the chance to play the six hole course and
played a game of Power Play. These days were a huge
success and will be repeated during the Easter Holidays.

Following the success of our Junior coaching sessions, we
are hoping to arrange further sessions, particularly for
beginners/novices. Our aim is to organise a four-session
programme for boys and girls, aged between about 9-12. |
would ask if anyone would be interested in their children,
grandchildren, nephews or nieces taking part in this
introduction to golf? If so, please contact me.

Coach Stewart with some very smart Juniors - Chris Gornall,
James Memory, Paul Hopkins, Joe Capell and Joe Scibilia

experience. We had a prize for the Juniors “Nearest the Pin”
which was won by Robbie Johnson.

We have formed a squad of 12 players from which a team of
six will be selected to represent Northwood in the Friern
Barnet League. The team will be selected by a small
selection committee of Stewart, Richard Grun and myself.
Our first match is away against Hillingdon on 15 April, so
let's hope we get off to a good start. Our first two home

Fox Dog Badger

Muntjac deer

Never get a golf lesson from a guy who can’'t beaty  ou

Gary Player
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Greens related Survey Results

Th

e numbers on the left below refer to the recent

Survey question asked of Members

12

13

15

16

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

80% of members believe we have the dress
code on the course about right.

52% would be prepared to pay increased
subs for better maintenance on the course.

62% said yes to more societies and 51% said
yes to more visitor access, both of which
would help in financing better maintenance
and more projects.

7% of members believe there is scope for
cost reduction for the course.

Asked should we Finance Projects:
Available cash 73% yes 10% no
Bank borrowing 55%yes 25% no
Loans from members 48% yes 26% no
Levies on members 25% yes 49% no
Remaining members had no opinion

Marks out of 10 for condition of course:

7.3
6.3
7.2
6.8
7.1
5.0
6.1
7.4

a) condition of greens

b) speed of greens

¢) condition of apron & surrounds
d) condition of fairways

e) shaping of fairways

f) condition of bunkers

g) condition of tees

h) general appearance of course

Percentage generally pleased with the new
greens
90% yes 8% no 2% didn't know

Wooded areas cleared out, side of fairways ?
89% yes 10% no 1% didn’'t know

Continue to clear/thin out trees around tenth ?
90% yes 8% no 2% didn't know

Continue to replace old paths?
93% yes 6% no 1% didn't know

Agree to modest increase in your subs to
finance more projects on the course
65% yes 32% no 3% don't know

Do you think we suffer from slow play?
32% yes 3% no 11% didn’t know

25 Like more “drawn” medal/stableford
competitions?

38% yes 51% no 24% don't know

Some observations by

Green Committee Chairman Jim Thorpe:

“Just under three quarters of the members would
prefer to wait until we had the cash to do large
projects. This might mean increasing the
subscription level by more than perhaps we
would like to.

Additionally it might mean that we would have to
take more societies and visitors than we do now.
This would make the course less available to the
members and also increases the maintenance
costs.”

Whatever hits the fan will not be evenly distribute d

Anon
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Green Committee Report

ine months ago we were concerned

about drought orders and hose pipe
bans that followed a couple of years of fairly
dry weather. Now we have more rain than
we want, with a bit of snow thrown in for
good measure. The continuing wet weather
has seen a trolley ban for the first time in two
years, although the situation was monitored
on a daily basis and was lifted on 17 March.
The Green Committee is looking at the
possibility of fairway drainage on the worse
areas; we will take advice and put the work
out to tender to establish the cost. An
alternative would be to do this in-house and
David Leach is happy for his team to
undertake the work, but will need to spread
this over four to five years.

Trolleys

In the mean time the Committee are
reviewing the Club’s policy on trolleys in
general to see if we can find a more
favourable policy that would be friendlier to
our course and members. It's your course
and you can help by being aware of your
responsibilities: please keep to any directed
route, not only to save wear and tear, but for
your own safety; don't step over hoops or
ropes; don't walk between bunkers and
green. Help look after your course by
politely telling others if they are not -
moaning about it afterwards in the
clubhouse has a negative effect.

Some of you may have seen Chris
Holdworth’s trolley with spiked tyres. The
Committee are currently exploring their
benefits,  which

could prolong the
period of play
during wet weather
for trolley users.
We will report back
to you on our
findings and the
policy on trolleys for
the future.

Starting Times

Many members have expressed their
concerns over starting times. The
Committee has given certain dispensations
to alleviate the problems of crowded tees at
peak times during the winter, as a short-term
measure and experiment to find a solution.
More members wishing to play at peak times
than ever before has shown the need for
change.  Your Green Committee, General
Manager and Professional have been
deliberating over the changes needed to
accommodate the mode of play within our
Club. We are finalising these now and will
be publishing our findings. It is hoped that
we will be able to implement the changes for
the playing season.

17" Hole

The new gates at the 17th have received
good comments. It may have been noticed
they are opening against the direction of
play and this is to stop the buggies from
bumping them open, which will eventually
break them. | am sure we will all get used
to their operation. The chestnut fencing
will be repaired and a mixture of hawthorn,
blackthorn and buckthorn will be planted
along the length of the fence to form a
hedge.

18th Hole

The Committee has been deliberating for
some time to find an effective way of dealing
with the problem of errant golf balls going
out of bounds. The General Manager has
said that golfers reported 120 errant balls
left the course and probably landed on the
Rickmansworth Road. The Green
Committee considers this a serious risk to
the safety of road users and has considered
the changes required to prevent balls from
leaving the course. Action to be taken is as
follows:

1) The gentlemen’'s tee will be
extended as far as possible to the
right hand side and forward
towards the ladies tee; the right
and front edges of the tee will
align with the left side landing
area.

In the meantime, the gentlemen’s
winter tees will be placed as close
to the road as possible to align
golfers towards the left side of the
fairway.

2) The fairway is now being cut
further left and shaped towards
the area between the ditches,
marked by red posts, to give
additional landing space.

3) The overhanging branches of
trees down the stream to the left
towards the pond are to be
trimmed to assist golfers with a left
to right shot.

4) Some small trees/shrubs will be
planted to right hand side of the
gentlemen’s tee towards the first
tree on the right to catch a
wayward shot that could go out of
bounds.

5) Plant ten 4-5m high poplar trees
that grow approximately 3-4m a
year, close to the boundary in a
gap that has been identified as an
area where the majority of errant
balls are likely to leave the course.

The Committee considered other possible
remedies, including erecting a fence along

the line of the road. It was decided that a
fence could not be built in short term, as it
would probably require planning permission.
Also, there was concern that a fence could
not be constructed safely to a height
sufficient to prevent balls leaving the course
and might prove to be a greater hazard to
road users if it fell in high winds.  When all
this work is complete and the trees become
established, it is hoped that this will see an
end to golf balls leaving the course on this
hole. In the meantime please continue to
report to the office any ball that crosses the
boundary of the course.

Local Rules

After much discussion the Committee will be
amending our Local Rules. Alterations and
clarifications will be made to include relief
that may be taken from paths etc, protection
of young trees and the implications of Health
and Safety. Do look at the change of
Local Rules on the appropriate Notice
Boards now. When the scorecards are next
reprinted we shall incorporate the
amendments.

Winter Programme

The new paths that have been started will
be completed with the same topping used
on the path from the first green to second
tee. The path to the left of 10th green,
through to the 11th hole, has been
refurbished with road scalping and the
section adjacent to the 10th green leading
out to the practice greens has been built up
forming a puddle-free path with new
drainage. The ladies 6th tee has been
levelled and turned. The two cross-
bunkers at the 18th have been remodelled
and just need sand to complete them.  All
the turf used to do these jobs has been
taken from an area we have created as a
turf nursery in an endeavour to save funds.
We have continued thinning out trees and

Verti Drain aerification equipment being
used on the second fairway in February

clearing out bracken etc to allow more air
and light to greens, tees and fairways.

It has been too wet to take machinery up to
the 15th hole to replace the tee as
programmed and we are running out of time
to get this work completed before the
playing season, so it may have to wait until
later. continued on next page.......

You can lead a horse to water, but a pencil must be

lead stan Laurel
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........ continued from previous page

We are still waiting for M J Abbott Ltd to
come on site to help with the drainage
problem on the 15th and other remedial
work as agreed.

Money Matters

We have so far this year (May 06 to April 07)
kept within our budget and | thank David
Leach and Trevor Collingwood helping to
achieve this. Members are all aware that all
work on the course costs money -
essentials such as fertilizers, fungicides, top
dressing and all the other necessary
materials have priority. Health and Safety
issues and environmental policies can
sometimes render what we have to use less
effective and more costly. Our machinery
needs constant maintenance and planned
replacement Much as we would like to
take on new projects, funds do not always
allow.

A review of our budget is currently
underway for 2007/8, which will include
extensive drainage around the course over
the next four to five years. Good husbandry
such as grinding and sharpening our own
equipment, some in-house servicing,
growing our own turf and using own staff for
projects has enabled us to save nearly
£10,000 instead of employing outside
contractors.

| mentioned above sharpening our own
equipment. Our new grinding equipment

has arrived and three of our staff have been
trained and certificated, enabling them to
sharpen our own mowing machines.
Sharpening has been costing over £9,000 a
year and we are now able to do it ourselves.
We have sharpened 25 of our 50 cartridge
type units when the snow fell, so this
equipment is already saving money and will
pay for its self fairly quickly. Historically
we save our sharpening until the winter
months but occasionally we have to have
send some away in the cutting season which
can put a machine out of use for 3-7days
now we can have the unit up and running
within 1.5 — 2 hours.

Green Staff Update

Our own David Leach chaired the National
Green Keepers’ Meeting at Harrogate in
January. Wesley Walker, our deputy head
green keeper, has been invited to the US
Open at Oakmont 10-17 June, in his
capacity as a green keeper. He will be
taking a week of his holiday to enable him to
go - all expenses paid by the US Open
Management, except the £435 return air fair.
| am sure you would wish to join the Green
Committee and Board in wishing him well
and look forward to hearing all about it on
his return. We advertised for a new person
to bring our team up to six. After more than
20 replies we short listed four candidates for
interview and selected one, to start end
March/early April.

Please remember that it really is your
responsibility to ensure you repair your own

pitch marks, please tell others to do the
same. If we all repair our own, plus one
other, our greens would be better! It has
been noticed that one or two players are
leaving scuffmarks on the greens from their
studs. Please be more aware and, if you
notice one of your playing partners doing
this, politely show him/her what they are
leaving behind.

Enjoy your golf

Flooding behind the 17th tee in March - see
Club House Whispers for more information

Course Manager’s Report

he course has withstood the extremely

wet conditions thus far. Play restrictions
have been minimal and this policy of choice
will continue. Golfers must, however, show
caution at all times especially on the loop
part of the course. The 14" and 16™ slopes
can be hazardous; loss of grip in wet
conditions is inevitable.

The greens, however, are performing
beyond all expectations; their drainage is
rapid and consistent. Speed and putt
smoothness is very good, an improvement
on summer conditions in certain
circumstances. General wear on the greens
is limited to only shaded areas. These poor
growing zones on the greens are being
reduced gradually through good woodland
management. | am confident the greens
will progress into the season in good health,
ideal for positive growth. Aeration will
continue on the greens well into the spring
followed by generous amounts of top-
dressing. Some seeding may be necessary
on some surfaces. The putting green has
remained open all winter, which is very
pleasing; we expected a closure of at least

Transporting our own turves to rebuild
the bunkers on the 18th fairway

two months. The green has showed strong
qualities throughout the winter months. The
overseeding with a harder species in the
autumn certainly helped matters.

The Club’s winter work programme on the
course has been 85% successfully
completed and only some tee extension
work was not carried out. This was due to
being unable to transport the required

materials around the site. Turf used on the
course this winter has been cultivated on
site, which has saved vital funds. The turf is
much more acquainted with the conditions
here at Northwood. It will also not grow
lush green for the first year and look totally
out of place. Some Lombardy poplar trees
are to be planted along the Rickmansworth
Road to stray prevent balls exiting the
course.

The two new grinding machines have been
installed and are proving most useful. As
previously stated, their full worth to the club
is unquestionable. They will save money
over time and reduce machinery down-time
enormously. A new diesel powered greens
cutting machine is also due to be purchased
in  May. This is within the Club’s
regeneration programme for all machinery.

A committee is a cul-de-sac into which ideas are lu

red and then quietly strangled

John Lincoln
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The Marketing Report

he wet and frosty weather in the

past few weeks has not been
convivial when it comes to introducing
potential members to the Club.
However, we have, during the first part
of our winter promotion, had 48 people
show interest in joining Northwood, of
whom 31 have made applications to
join.  Almost all of them have now
been interviewed, played in and paid
the entrance fee. A big thank you to
Sheila Bright and every member of the
Membership Committee for the
dedication shown in interviewing and
playing-in potential members in the
recent very bad weather.

The first three weeks in March will
have seen the final part of our Winter/
Spring promotion unfold with
advertising in Optima and Limited
Edition. All people making enquiries
through these advertisements will be
invited to the Club on mutually
convenient evenings to have the
current joining arrangements explained
and be shown the facilities we have to

offer. This is the identical procedure
that has taken place over the past two
years.

Again, | would like to emphasise the
importance to our own members of
introducing a friend to membership of
Northwood. Under the new rule, it is
not important that you have known that
person for over two years. You can
also obtain discount from your next
Subscription and money put on your
club card for each successful member
introduced.

We have introduced in excess of 130
new members to the Club during the
past 25 months. They include past
captains, committee members and
members from neighbouring clubs,
coupled, of course, with some that
have never been involved with a
members’ club before. The general
feedback is good as they are melding
in well with the Club, with many taking
part in the groups that play from day to
day. The social side of the Club is

Word has it that a new method of teaching golf is
just about to be launched at Northwood.
and Stewart McGregor,
our Assistant Professional, is one of the pioneers in
this teaching method. We look forward to learning

Instinctive Golf Coaching

more of this exciting idea.

It has been reported to Links that some members
and guests at the Quiz Night were seen bringing in
food that they had brought with them - obviously
ignorant of the Club’s byelaws. Do they do that
when they go out to a restaurant or pub? How odd.

Intrepid golfers on the course in early March might
have noticed a strange green colouring in the water
of the stream alongside the 12th fairway. Fear not -
it wasn't algae, pollution nor ‘orrible gunge. It was
just a testing dye being used to track the drainage
system from the 16th. More news will be revealed

in time.

NGC'’s New Year's Eve celebrations were marked by a
certain retired Mr Plod member who found dance steps
that hadn’t even been invented yet - perhaps demob
happy ? Mind you, perhaps he was egged on too much
by our arborially named member whose own air-guitaring

was manic, if not demented.

currently excelling itself, with sell-outs
for many functions and our new
members are already participating -
well done.

Would established members please
continue to show a warm welcome to
our new friends? Remember how you
felt when you first joined the Club?

Whilst we are holding our own in terms
of the total of new members we are
attracting, we are not getting the
number of ladies we would like. We
currently have 80 plus and would like
to get to 100 by June this year. All the
above discounts and benefits apply to
female as well as male members. Why
not turn coffee mornings into
Northwood promotion mornings?

The Winter Warmers and member
promotions that we undertook this
winter have proved well worthwhile in
terms of income, despite the bad
weather in January and February.

It's called

Cynicism is merely the art of seeing things as they

are instead of as they ought to be

Oscar Wilde
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Rabbits Report

Winter Matches Our first
scheduled Winter Match at
Wyke Green on 8 February had to be
postponed because of the surprisingly
heavy snowfall on that day. It was
re-scheduled for 20 March when we
fully expect winter to be on its last
legs.

By Links publication day we will have
had our other Winter Match, at Home,
against Chorleywood on 8 March.
This will have been Chorleywood
Rabbits’ first visit to Northwood. We
hope that it was a memorable
occasion for them especially as it will
have included one of Elvio's full
English breakfasts to start the day.
Elvio’s full English - once experienced,
never forgotten.

The Rabbits fixture list really clocks in
with our visit to Pinner Hill on
26 March when we prepare by

All the latest NGC Rabbits news, photos and gossip

clearing our throats before launching
into “Climb Every Mountain” to get us
in the mood.

Winter Greensomes This annual
competition is well under way. There
have already been some surprises in
the early rounds which, as always,
makes this an interesting event.
Please continue to try to get the
matches played by the due dates —
weather permitting, of course. Yes, |
know, it was a pity about the trolley
ban spell, but | guess the Club is
looking after the welfare of the course,
which has to be right.

Angora Cup By now, the Angora
Cup match fixture list should be on our
Rabbits’ notice board. The Winner of
this event becomes Northwood’s
Super Rabbit and, therefore, is eligible
for the Stanley West Super Rabbit
competition to be held in late autumn.

Last year, Chris Groom, our 2006
Super Rabbit, managed a very
creditable third place in that event.
There’'s a book running to bet on
whether he can do it again!

New Rabbit Members A big
welcome is extended to the 15 or so
new Rabbits who have joined
Northwood over the past six months.
New Rabbits, wherever you are,
please sign up for our various
matches, both the internal ones as
well as those against other clubs, so
we can see who you are!  As we in
the business well know, Rabbits are
never afraid to put themselves about -
unlike those  shy, retiring Foxes and
Tigers!

at: www.northwoodrabbits.co.uk

Stags Report

here was a full house for the AGM

and dinner with about 60
members. AGMs are normally
sombre affairs, but not with the erudite
Arthur Stratton in the chair. His
financial report was succinct,
informative and interspersed with
humorous anecdotes. Peter Harvey
was formally installed as Vice Captain
and Peter Cox has the unenviable
task of taking over from Arthur as
Treasurer. It was agreed that, in
order to maintain the cost of each
fixture at £16 a head, the lunch would
be restricted to two courses, which is
in line with most of the clubs that we
play. Our Secretary has, however,
assured us that the quality of the wine
would be superior to previous years.

We enjoyed an excellent meal at the
dinner following the AGM - a big thank

you to Chef Elvio Accalai and his
team. Club Captain David Killick
regaled us with a witty speech and
presented the prizes to the winners.
Congratulations to Charlie Watson
and Brian Lund who won the Winter
Fourball, with Keith Gibbs and John
Hawkins as runners up. The
prestigious Summer Singles was won
by Ron Hooker, with Danny Brett as
runner up.

The first two fixtures of the season are
home matches against Sandy Lodge
and Hartsbourne on 21 and 28 March
respectively. Arthur is to be
congratulated on adding three two
excellent courses to our fixture list last
year. We normally have teams of
twelve for each fixture, but
Hartsbourne have requested that we
increase this to sixteen as so many of

their members wish to play at
Northwood. We were happy to oblige
and this reflects well on both the Club
and our section.

| would like to extend a warm
welcome to all new Stags. There are
no handicap qualifications, unlike
other sections like the Rabbits and the
Foxes, and the only stipulation is that
all members must have attained their
59" year. Peter and | would like to
wish you all a wonderful golfing
season and let us hope bogies and
double bogies will be replaced by pars
and birdies.

n #

Bill Gates declared to the world, “I am Microsoft.”

Mrs Gates had no comment.

Whoopi Goldberg
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An Interview with John Parker

fter John (known
affectionately as JP)
had been born in

1927 in Stockwell, the
Parker family moved to Deal
in 1936 when his father
retired from the City of
London Police. Due to the
continuous bombing of the
coast at the start of World
War 2, evacuation seemed
essential and soon became
mandatory, so the family
was evacuated to
Gloucestershire. On leaving
school at 16 he began an
apprenticeship in Electrical
Engineering. This was
somewhat jeopardised

when, two years later he was

action and two days later no
more tribesmen and no more
trouble.

On being demobbed in 1948, JP
returned to his previous
occupation but, at the age of 25,
he decided to follow in his
father’s footsteps and join the
police. One legacy of his
previous electrical
apprenticeship was that Julie,
JP’s wife, has never had to call
anyone from outside to repair or
install anything electrical.

After training, JP was posted to
Bow Street Police Station for 12
months in uniform. Whilst there
he assisted in the recapture of
the well-known criminal Alfie

called up into the Navy to do
his National Service - strange he thought, as at the
time he was a keen member of the Air Training Corps.
However, not many months later, he was on a
destroyer and out to the Far East. There he saw
service in the Pacific, visiting China and Japan, which
opened up a new life for the country lad.

He recounts that on one night in 1947, when travelling
home up the Red Sea to Suez, he was awoken in his
hammock by the noise of the ship’s engines going full
pelt and shortly after they sailed, at full steam, into
Aden. The crew, including John, together with those
from another destroyer, were mustered, handed rifles
and taken ashore, where they were confronted by a
scene JP says he shall not easily forget. Mountain
tribesmen had descended on the town during the
previous day and slaughtered almost half the entire
population. In addition, the tribesmen were now
sitting up in the hills taking pot shots down into the
town. From JP’s point of view, it was best to keep out
of sight where possible. He felt that it was obvious the
attackers were aware that the sailors were there, so it
was unlikely the tribesmen would try to enter the town
again. This state of affairs went on for several days
until one day the sky seemed full of aeroplanes criss-
crossing over Aden, giving the impression that the
entire Royal Air Force had arrived. A shrewd move,
however, as only four planes landed at a nearby
airfield from which jumped a number of British troops.
‘Fantastic’, thought John, as they went straight into

Hinds whose famous escape
from the Law Courts was the headline of the day. He
made several arrests for serious crimes, receiving two
Commissioner's Commendations. Due to this, 15
months later, John was brought out in plain clothes to
patrol the streets of the West End with another
colleague. They were left to work with minimal
supervision and were judged entirely by results.
Every night with the many theatres, restaurants and
vehicles parked everywhere, it was a would-be thief’s
paradise. Thus observation could prove, from time to
time, most fruitful. Many was the time he would pose
as a down-and-out and find he had to turn down the
kind offer of a fag-end passed to him by some likely
suspect. However, all in a day’s work, he thought.

About this time (1955) Julie was persuaded by a girl
friend to go to the local police dance at a police section
house in Soho. In the basement was the gym where
the dances were held. With the knowledge that there
was the possibility that most of the men there would be
tall, Julie agreed to go. Besides, she now says, with
the shifts changing at 10 pm, fresh faces appeared
halfway through the evening and made it more
appealing. Luckily she met John on the earlier shift and
they have been a happy pair since then. Two
children and two grandchildren later, JP and Julie still
reminisce fondly about those dancing days.

Continued on next page

When I'm on a train and someone starts to bellow in

“Quiet, I'm trying to travel”.

to their mobile phone | shout,
Maureen Lipman
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J P - continued

Fortunately all the legwork on the streets and the arrest
of villains paid off and JP was accepted into the CID in
1957. His first posting was to the busiest station in
London, West End Central, or as it's known, Saville
Row. He served there for several enjoyable years and
later, having passed his exams, was promoted to
Detective Sergeant and transferred to the Metropolitan
and Provincial Crime Squad, New Scotland Yard. The
terms of reference were that he undertook all
necessary enquiries and arrests on behalf of Provincial
Forces. Only a few days later JP was on duty in the
office at Scotland Yard when he received a telephone
call from the Bucks police. He was informed that in the

proves it, JP was the first person to be in charge of the
Great Train Robbery investigation.

His time in the Police was never dull and he thinks that
he was lucky to be involved in a number of high profile
cases, which included serious assaults, murders and
robberies. One such case involved a nightclub in
Cricklewood where a fracas had broken out. One man
was killed and several seriously injured. Ten men
were arrested and charged. When the case came to
court, each of the accused rejected their quota of
jurymen as they could legally do. They eventually
rejected 99 jurymen before they agreed to 12 men,
good and true. Needless to say,

early hours of that morning a
number of mailbags had been
stolen from a train.

Obviously, his Bucks
colleagues had given the
matter some thought and John
remembers thinking they had
rightly drawn the conclusion
that the persons committing the
theft were likely to be London

despite their delaying tactics, all went
down for long terms in prison.  Such
drawn out procedures frequently
meant long periods spent in court for
those involved in prosecution.

Another case was the result of a raid
on a Dublin Bank by two English
brothers. The Irish Police sought
assistance from Scotland Yard, which
ultimately resulted in the brothers’

villains. As a result, he
immediately got a docket out
and typed up all the details he
had been given and put himself
down as the Officer Dealing. In addition, he informed
the Buckinghamshire officer attached to his office, so
that he was aware of the incident. He then briefly went
to the canteen for a cup of tea in order to gather his
wits and plan his actions.

Shortly after, when returning to the office, he was
amazed to see several Flying Squad officers milling
about. On JP’s arrival, they made a beeline towards
him asking if he had a docket on some stolen
mailbags. He handed over the docket and then, at the
request of a senior officer who had suddenly appeared,
John was informed that he was not to worry about the
enquiry further as the Flying Squad would deal with it.
At the time he says he was a little taken aback as it
seemed a straightforward case of theft.

After all, what could be in some mailbags requiring the
vast resources of the Flying Squad to take the enquiry
over from his department? Needless to say, later it
became somewhat obvious that John’s department
had neither the manpower nor the transport facilities to
head up what turned out to be such a major enquiry.
However, that does not alter the fact, and the docket

The front page of The Daily Sketch (now de-
funct) showing JP returning to London with
a reluctant “crackman” Alfie Hinds

capture. In due course the pair
appeared at the Dublin Court and
John was required to give evidence at
their trial and produce certain exhibits. Two of the
items, £100,000 in notes and the guns used, had to be
taken home ready for the early morning flight. He can
still remember, even now, Julie’s face when she
realised they were going to have to sleep that night
with those exhibits actually under their bed! The next
day more trouble was in store as, on arriving at
Heathrow and declaring the contents of his hand
luggage, the pilot refused to allow John on board with
the guns. They finally came to a compromise which
allowed the pilot to take the exhibits into the cockpit
with him and the exhibits would be returned when JP
left the plane.

Now looking fondly back, having retired at the rank of
Detective Chief Superintendent, JP can only say that
he enjoyed every minute of his job and the company of
those with whom he worked. Being called out of bed in
the middle of the night and then not seeing home for
perhaps 36 hours was not ideal and far worse for Julie.
But, for himself, each time was going to be just another
interesting case and he was needed — ‘great!’ he says,
with his customary lust for life.

DRS

Being powerful is like being a lady. If you have to

tell people you are, you aren’t. Margaret Thatcher
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Membership Committee Report

M embers must be very pleased
that we have had virtually
uninterrupted winter golf, when
many of the local Clubs around
have had to close their courses.
The greens, yet again, stood up to
the rain magnificently - this is
definitely a selling point and
hopefully should attract good
players to join NGC.

As Brian Hall mentions in his article
(page 10), we have had a very
successful year of recruitment and
are feeling confident that we will
reach our target Membership figure
by the start of the new Club year.
As is it impossible to tell at the
moment how many Members may
wish to retire in May, we must keep
encouraging good golfers to join
us. The final figure will not become
apparent until the end of June. The
Membership Committee feels
extremely satisfied with the
standard of applicant that we have
so far interviewed in this past year,
both on the golfing and the social
side. It must be stated that, in spite
of the number of new applicants to
be processed, the Committee is as
thorough and rigorous in its
interviewing and playing-in routines
as in the past. With Brian’s new
advertising campaign starting at
the beginning of March, we hope
that more new applicants will
respond to the very good deal on
offer.

New Members.  We would like to
offer a very warm welcome to the
following new Members, who have
joined us since the last edition of
Links - Michael Nichols, Craig
Nichols, Derek Evans, Roger
Bennett, Donald Gregory, Terry
Lewis, Michael Walker, Alison
Montague, Brian Wickins, Vinod
Vaghadia, Lalji Kara, Paul Green,
Breda Quinn, Clive Yates, Shelly
Bansal, Andy Simon, Beth Heritage
and Tom Ratcliffe. By the time
this goes to print another five

applicants will hopefully have been
accepted. his will bring the total
number of new members, who
have been introduced into the Club
since the start of Brian Hall's
Marketing Initiative in mid-
September 2006, to 31.

We hope that both new and
established Members are enjoying
meeting, playing and socialising
with each other. We are rightly
proud at Northwood Golf Club of
our reputation of being a very
friendly and welcoming Club. As
some of these new Members are
not listed in the diary, in order to
help make contact, a list of names
and telephone numbers is posted
on the Membership Notice board in
the entrance hall. If there are any
new Members finding it difficult to
get a game, please do not hesitate
to contact either the Captain or
Secretary of the relevant Section,
the General Manager or one of the
Membership Committee, who are
always ready to assist.

We have a very active and eclectic
Social calendar, offering a
complete range of options to suit
all tastes and it is hoped that new
Members, with spouses and
friends, will feel like joining in. They
are an excellent way of getting to
know other Members. So, if you
haven't done so already, think of
signing up for some of the Social
events and invite friends and
family, especially if they are
golfers!

New Members™ Evening. As is
usual, the Membership Committee
will be arranging a New Members’
Evening at the end of March when
we will have the chance to meet
each other and also members of
the Board of Directors, the Club
Captain, Lady Captain and
Captains of all the Sections. It is
hoped that as many of the new
Members as possible, with their

spouse/partner, will join us then.

Meanwhile, why not Propose a
New Member! Despite the fact
that, in most editions of Links, |
(and former Chairmen of the
Membership Committee) have
reminded fellow Members of the
benefits of doing this, in talking to
Members, | find quite a few who
are still not aware of this very
important way of keeping our
Membership healthy. All that it
involves is signing the application
form, providing a letter of
recommendation and attending a
short, very friendly, half-hour
interview with your friend. For each
new member introduced the
proposer receives £113 deduction
from their subscription and £25 on
their Club Card. This is also the
preferred method of entry into the
Club. So, while the offer and
availability lasts, why not take
advantage?

Academy of Golf. Between 90
and 100 letters have been sent out
to wives of Members over the last
month informing them of the
opportunity to learn the game of
golf and have fun in a small group-
coaching situation, with Chris and
Stewart. With the weather
improving every week, hopefully
this will inspire ladies to try out this
fascinating game. Those interested
will be contacted within the next
month or two. If there is anyone
who is interested in knowing more
and who did not receive the letter,
please contact Jenny in the office
and she will be delighted to send
you a copy.

| am sure we are all looking
forward to playing golf in warmer
weather and with drier conditions.

Have a good golfing year.

The public say they are getting cynical about polit
They should hear how politicians talk about them.

icians.
George Walden
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The Finance Director’s Bottom Line

am pleased to say that we are still on target with
the revised forecasts outlined at the AGM.

As expected, we will not achieve our original income
targets (about 5% down). Growth in membership
numbers is slower, and green fee income is lower,
than expected. We have achieved some savings in
revenue outgoings that will help and the committees
have controlled capital expenditure well. As predicted
in my last report, we have agreed short-term
borrowing from our bank to tide us over our cash
shortfall until 2007 subs are due.

The committees are currently putting together budgets
for the next financial year. The plans includes some
much needed husbandry such as improvements to
paths and drainage, and alterations to the 18" tee to
avoid further problems on the Rickmansworth Road

watch for information to be published by the Green

Committee) We also need to undertake some vital

work such as the provision of on-site petrol storage for
course vehicles.

The Club House is in need of refurbishment in some
important areas including more roof repairs and some
of our properties require attention. The fire alarm

system must be replaced and some furnishings
require renovation or replacement. We also need to
review our security and access systems.

The result of the survey - reported in the last edition of
Links - highlighted a number of areas that members
consider a priority.  The replies will help in putting
together an action and financial plan.

The resultant expenditure will lead to a slower
financial recovery from our major projects and a
further borrowing in early 2008.

Having prepared you for the worst | am pleased to
report some good news - the Board has agreed to
contain the increase in subscriptions to 5% - less than
last year!

Remember, it is your Club. If you want us to do more
and keep down the subs, we need you to bring in
more new members. Marketing and the Membership
Committee are doing a splendid job but they need
your support — and you will earn an introduction fee.
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PRO-AM
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Friday 20 July 2007

Book early to avoid disappointment

Members are reminded that the Pro Am will be held on
20 July 2007. Spaces are still available for teams of three
amateurs and one professional, with tee times for either a

morning or an afternoon start.

Professionals will be supplied by Eastern Region PGA and will be
selected from the top forty within their order of merit standings. This
will ensure good quality professionals being selected to play with the amateur teams.

Other events are being planned throughout the day,
Carnoustie is being played at the same time, full t
available in the Clubhouse.

To book your team place, please contact the Office for an application form.

1,2.2.2.2.0.0.6.¢.9.9.2.0.0.0.6.0.0.0.0.0.00.0.008.0222220608020828080886.0.8.

and as “The Open” at
elevision coverage will be

224 26 26 2 24 26 26 2 24 24 26 2 26 24 26 2 26 24 26 2 26 2 2 2 2 2%

Please accept my resignation. | don't care to belo

ng to any club that will accept me as a member
Groucho Marks
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House Committee Report

he House Committee has changed since

the last edition of Links. Alistair Anderson
unfortunately resigned as did Brian Evans. |
want to thank Brian for making the hand over
so easy, and for all the hard work he has done
for the Club as Chairman of House during the
last year

So we now have three elected members:
Jennifer Buckmaster, Norman Bennington and
John Hill. If you have any queries regarding
House matters, please do not hesitate to speak
to any one of us.

Tribute to the Bee Gees who were Staying Alive

The Club has had some very successful events
recently, among which the Bee Gees and
Valentines Night were exceptional. Our
caterer served very good food and all who
attended had a great time. Hats off to the
Captain David and Vice Captain Ted Gray, for
organising them.

I'm pleased to report that the gentlemen’s
showers have more pressure now as there had

been a faulty valve on
the inlet. As soon as we
changed it “Hey Presto”
good showers again. We
have also solved the
problem of the water
draining away from the
shower area so, when
the architect has drawn
the plans for the new
floor and the builder has
laid it, our troubles
should be over.

The Ladies’ shower area
is better now, thanks to a
lot of hard work by Jim
Thorpe who has
changed the
showerheads and made alterations to the side
panels, which has improved the whole area.

Dave Cook, as OI' Blue
Eyes, sang for our
supper on Valentines

You will see in our car park that two spaces
nearest the entrance to the course have been
reserved for disabled parking. We are sure that
members will observe these and leave the
spaces empty for those members that need
them.

Our properties are managed with a cyclical
maintenance programme, which means that
every five years the exterior of each one is
decorated and checked for faults. This year the
programme allows for work to the inside of the
Club House, and your House Committee are
discussing how to make the entrance foyer a
little more user-friendly. Lighting is one of the
main concerns and how to give the area a “lift"?
The old wooden panelling is getting a little sad -

would it look fresher if it were painted?
have any views please let us know.

If you

The dance floor is getting a little bouncy in
places, possibly due to the amount of members
“hoofing” around on the social evenings!
Therefore we are making a small doorway from
the patio to give us access to the under side, so
we can carry out repairs.

The Bistro evenings have been a real success
again this year. It's very pleasant to have
good food and excellent company every other

Quizmaster Chris with Scorer Jenny Jaggs
at the Quiz Night in March

Wednesday evening, do pop along if you can,
I'm sure you will enjoy it.

On a final note, it's great to see the daffodils
that Ted Bamford and his merry bunch of
gardeners planted last autumn, coming through
and making a lovely show, well done Ted!

$

Some Ettikett for the memory challenged

Be prepared and play quickly when it's
your turn — remember your group and all
groups following are waiting for you.
Ready Golf means that the player who
is ready to hit can do so even if not the
farthest away from the hole. Just agree
about this before play with the others in
your group.

Develop a pre-shot routine  so that you
don’t take several practice shots every
time you hit! Take only one practice
swing.

Green Etiquette

1. Putt-Putt: The player furthest away
from the hole putts first. After you putt,
you have the option of putting out, if your
ball is near the hole (two feet or less).

2. At all times on the green, avoid
stepping on the putting line where
another player’s ball may travel. Failure
to do this is a major faux pas!

3. Make your mark: If your ball is near
the hole, or in another player’s line, you
should mark your ball with a coin or ball
marker. Place the marker directly behind
your ball opposite the hole. (If your
marker would be in the line of another
player, move it a club head length to the
side). When it's your turn to putt, place
the ball on the ground in front of your
marker then remove the marker.

4. Flag: The flagstick stays in the hole
until everyone is on the green, unless a
player requests its removal. If your ball
strikes the flagstick when putting on the
green, you incur a penalty. From off the
green, your ball may hit the flagstick
without penalty.

To remove the flagstick, pull it straight
up to avoid damaging the rim of the hole.
Take it to the edge of the green and
gently lay it down so the bottom knob is

off the green and it can’'t make a mark
on the green.

If a player needs the flag left in, to better
see the hole for his putt, you may tend
the flag by holding it at arms length and
standing to the side of the cup. Make
certain your shadow does not fall over
the cup, or across the putting line, and
that you are not standing on anyone
else’s putting line. Hold the flag down to
keep it from flapping, and stand still.
After the player putts you can lift the
flagstick out before his ball reaches the
hole.

Play fairly, and keep an accurate
score.

One final thing. Have fun; it's only a
game OR your corporate future -- but
that's a different game

How long was | in the army? Five foot eleven.

Spike Milligan
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Letters to The Editor

We are not selling hot dogs
Dear Editor,

In the last edition of Links one of our
members, Andrew Butler, suggested we
were selling our Club too cheaply, by
relating a story of a vendor selling hot dogs
in New York who continued to increase the
price until people stopped buying his
product. What happened then - did he go
out of business? Or did he get competitors
around him who forced him to reduce his
price to which that particular market could
stand. There have been a number of
stories like that over the years most of them
mythical. In no way can NGC (established
over 116 years) be compared with someone
selling Hot Dogs on a corner in New York.

potential members; | would disagree. Could
anyone name any other established
members’ club, that could be termed a
competitor within a ten to twelve mile radius
of Northwood, that has enrolled in excess of
130 new members in the last 25 months,
still maintaining a very healthy joining fee.
One must remember that each new member
is worth over £2,000 to the Club in the first
fifteen months of membership. | make that
at least £260,000 in income, - where would
we be without that? Subs would need to be
increased by at least 30%. | suggest we
are more than holding our own in a very
competitive and declining market.

Andrew then goes on to suggest our
subscription and green fees are too cheap.
| am not aware of the clubs he contacted in
respect of green fees; however at the end of

and prices available) and only four are
charging more for a green fee than
Northwood.

Our member then suggests potential
members would not choose Northwood as
we are too cheap. Personally | would want
to select the club that suited my needs and
gave me the best value for money, the
conclusion the 130 plus above have
obviously reached.

| am pleased to hear Andrew has now more
than doubled his prices to fall in line with the
current market price. We will be increasing
our green fee in April of this year and will still
remain competitive. Perhaps we can all
learn!

Sincerely,

A Reply to the Reply

Dear Editor,

Thank you for allowing me to reply to Brian’s
letter to shorten what could be a very lengthy
time span in the exchange of letters. | am sorry
but I thought | had made it clear that | was not
ignoring the noble efforts he and others had
made in increasing our membership but was
expressing concern that our casual green fees
were too low, especially when taken in
conjunction with other offers.

Rest assured my hot dog seller did not go out
of business. He found the price at which his
customers stopped paying and then dropped
back to the previous price — thereby
maximising his profit. =~ When he had
competitors around him he relied on his
welcome, his smile and the better quality of his
hot dogs. | think there is a comparison that
can be made. We should be renting out our
course, for that is what we do, at the best

Andrew then suggested we are losing

possible price we can get. Not at the price just
below that which everybody else charges for
their course!

The number of new members we have enrolled
is, of course, irrelevant to any discussion of
the green fees at Northwood. My point was the
number of potential _members we may have
missed. | am sure that Brian would be happier

with 135 or 140 rather than 130. | know | would.

| do believe that our green fees are too cheap.
At no point in my letter did | mention annual
subscriptions! | contacted 19 clubs in our area
and we were at number 11 on the list.

People have a price in mind for most things
they buy. | would venture to say that a lot of
people would expect to join a club that charged
a reasonable amount for casual green fee
payers. Their subscriptions would be kept to a
reasonable level by the green fees paid to play
the course, there would be little congestion
and everybody would be happy . For a two-
ball , under the “2 for 1 scheme”, it is actually

January 2007 | contacted 12 local clubs (list

Brian Hall

only £1.50 per player more to play golf at
Northwood than to play at a local public
course.

As my last word, perhaps this question might
be asked. Which is the most profitable for the
Club (a) 100 green fees at £36 or (b) 50 green
fees at £72? The answer for me is of course
(b). Yours may be different. The logic behind
this is that 100 players will cause twice the
damage to the course than 50 players,
especially in the winter. This damage will have
to be repaired, at a cost to the Club, earlier
than if only 50 had played. Additionally, only
half the number of players would be using the
hot water in the shower room. Thereis a
hidden benefit also in that the course will not
be so crowded. | am not suggesting, however,
that the new green fee should be £72. Well, not
yet! Shall we discuss handicap certificates
next?

Yours sincerely,
Andrew Butler

Snooker cues in a golf club?

Dear Editor

though | have limited time.

members.

Yours sincerely

John Pell

© NGC2007

As a relatively new member and one with limited time to enjoy very many of the
club activities, apart from golf on a Sunday afternoon, | have noticed that the
recruitment of new members is quite an important issue. From my experience the
Club is very friendly and most of the members have made me welcome even

My main reason for writing is that the only other recreation | can fit in is snooker
once a week. The place that | play at the moment has 5 tables but is being
refurbished in September and snooker will no longer be part of their facilities. |
have made enquires about a possible relocation of one or two of their surplus
tables. The cost was not as bad as | expected and if room could be found for
one or two | would be prepared to donate a refurbished table to the Club.

Room for such a table is not easy but, without knowing the construction of the
clubhouse, it would seem possible to make use of what must be a large basement
area. The project could be self funding in some way, hire of the balls at £4 per
hour could soon recover the investment and at the same time provide more
member use of the clubhouse. With the weather of this winter and some of the
less fit members being unable to play in the poor conditions, they would have
been able to play snooker and still attend the clubhouse, putting money back into
the profit of the Club. It could also be an extra selling point to attract new

Who goes first?
Dear Editor,

Fishing through old files recently, | came across the NGC
"Members' Guide to its Management and Operation" dated
1997. | don't believe this has been superseded but it confirms
my recollection of the guidance that was laid down concerning
right of way for a match starting in front of a match already in
progress.

It says: "Players commencing a round of golf must alternate
with those who have already played nine holes and must not
drive off in front of players who are already putting on the
preceding green...." ie the 10th or the 18th. | often hear people
say that you cannot start if the match coming through already
has a ball on the green, but that does not make much

sense. You might have one on the green, one lost, one in the
stream and one still to play.

There is some other good stuff in the section entitled "On the
Course", which could stand republishing from time to time.

Yours sincerely,

Ron Simpson
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Foxes Section Report

s you read this the worst of the winter

season will be behind us and we will
all be looking forward to stepping up the
golfing pace for spring and summer. The
first Foxes match against Harewood
Downs is in late March with two more
matches in April to get our season off to a
flying start.

Sadly | shall have to be a non-playing
captain for the first three games as my
surgeon is urging me to show due respect
to an ageing body and not play until | am
fully recovered from my operation.
Happily, Terry Bowles has agreed to step
into the captaincy role on the course for
these matches and | urge all of you who
can to support him by ensuring that we
have plenty of people to select from for
these early games.

Notices regarding availability are already
posted for the early matches and others
will follow, probably covering about a
month’s matches at a time. This should
mean that people can decide when they
are available fairly close to the dates
concerned and should mean fewer
instances of people having to be replaced
when the team sheets are posted.

Another minor change this year — team
sheets will be left on the board until after
the match so that they can be checked
easily should anyone have any doubt
when they are due to play. Obviously,
doubts can also be dealt with by phoning
me — this year the number beside my
name in the diary is correct!

There is one final thing to note regarding
match fees. As many of you who
attended the Foxes’ AGM will recall, our
finances as a section were not in
sparkling shape. In simple terms we need
to have a few hundred pounds more as
back-up liquidity to allow us to meet our
commitments, particularly early in the
season. The committee has decided that
the most sensible way to do this is to
increase the match-fees from £18 to £20
per game. We felt that this was a modest
amount for any given match but will allow
us to meet rising costs and produce a
small surplus to cover necessary
outgoings. We should have our financial
position back in good health by the end of
the season and we would hope to retain
this level of match-fee for a season or two
more.

Sadly, | have to advise you that John
Armour has decided that he cannot
continue in the role of section secretary.
Many of you will, doubtless, understand
his decision and on behalf of the section |
would like to extend sympathy and best
wishes from us all to John and Val. In the
short-term | shall take on any necessary
tasks normally carried out by the
secretary until we have decided on a best
course of action.

As promised the Colin Riley trophy 2006
has been re-scheduled and will be played
on Friday 30 March starting at 2.00pm.
Dinner will be arranged for the evening.
A notice will be on the Board by the time
you read this — please support the event if
you can.

| look forward to meeting many of you
during the season, both on and off the
course.

%

| came across this exercise suggested for Seniors, to build
muscle strength in the arms and shoulders. It seems so easy, so |

thought I'd pass it on.

The article su%?ested doing it three days a week. Begin by standing
I e surface, where you have plenty of room at each

side. With a 5-Ib. Potato sack in éach hand, exténd your arms

straight out from your sides, and hold them there as long as you can.

on a comfortal

Try to reach a full minute, then relax.

Each day, you'll find that you can hold this position for just a
bit Ion% r.”After a couple of weeks, move up to 10-Ib.
-lb.potato sacks, and eventually try to get to where you can

then 5
lift a 100-Ib. potato sack in each hand an
for more than a full minute.

Once you feel confident at that level, put a potato in each of

the sacks.

hold your arms straight

otato sacks.

Come racing with us at

Coach to and from Ascot
Tickets for the Grandstand & Paddock
Super carvery on return
A terrific fun-day out

Entry form now in the main hall

Ascot
Saturday 14 July

Bucks Fizz Breakfast at the Club House

My dog is worried about the economy because his dog
That's almost £7.00 in dog money.

food has gone up to 99p a can.
Joe Weinstein
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Portuguese-style 4 bedroom house,
well appointed and situated in the small
picturesque fishing village of Burgau,
Western Algarve.

Beautiful location overlooking the
beach, village and hillside, viewed
from the various terraces. Close to
swimming pool, restaurants and nearby
golf courses. Sleeps up to 8 ( plus
cots if required)

Contact: Clive or Judy Marsh for more details
01923 450990 or clivemarsh@hotmail.com

Unspoilt and quiet, less than one hour from Faro

Apartment  sleeps  six,
balcony overlooking pool
with sea views, maid

service, shops, restaurants
and beach nearby.

Convenient for Parque De Floresta, Boa Vista,
Palmares and Penina golf courses
discounted green fees available.

Contact John Simmons on 020 8421 2925,

or email JohnandJenl41@aol.com

near Denia/Javea.

1 bed apartment for rent
in stunning setting at
base of the Montgo Mountain in National Park.

Small, quiet development set around communal
pool, lake and mature gardens. 3 golf courses
within easy reach. Available throughout the year
for long or short term lets. For more info please
contact Linzi Woods 00 34 96 575 7438
or 00 34 63 066 6820 or go to

www.geocities.com/loslagos66

Initially, members’ advertisements are printed free of charge, subject
to available space. For any product or service sold as a result of this
advertisement, it would be expected that a 5% donation would be made
to the Captains’ Charities. Commercial advertising is also welcome,
Prices upon application to the Editor.

Yl % #

your PGA
Professional

"4
R

The success of the inaugural
event last year is already being reflected in
entries received for this year's competition.

With a two tee start, entries must be limited.
If you would like to bring a guest from outside
the Club, please complete an entry form and
return it with your cheque to the Office.
Cheques will not be cashed until

after the draw on 27 July

Only 50 minutes drive
north of Lisbon on the
unspoilt silver coastline.

Have you played this amazing par 72 Championship
course rated 13" in Europe, set among pine trees and

undulating sand dunes alongside the Atlantic coast? You

will not be disappointed. Situated just off the 7™ fairway,

our brand new two-bedroom ground floor apartment offers
spacious, fully equipped accommodation.

To find out more visit our website
www.apartment-praiadelrey.co.uk
or email rosiel6handicap@aol.co.uk
mobile 07984 811024.
(10% to 20% Discount for Northwood Members)
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Trevor Collingwood says it’s good to communicate

#$% % &$ )

- www.northwoodgolf.co.uk
+
!

Gentlemen’s Results

Competition Winner Runner-Up
Comber Cup 2006 B Phelps K.Mistry
December Stableford D Cresswell N Lines
January Medal J Hawkins D J Williams
Three Club Competition R Gibbs N Lines
February Midweek Stableford M Durkan (A lees
March Medal D Cresswell G Allen
Ladies’ Results

LGU Gold Medal (Aggregate of 4 best Medals in 2006) Silver Division Liz Foster
LGU Silver Medal (Aggregate of 4 best Medals in 2006) Bronze Division Marion Lloyd
Leigh Handicap Cup (Lady with handicap 30 — 36 who reduced her handicap most in competitions during 2006)  Melanie Roberts
Competition Winner Runner-Up
Middlesex Eclectic (Silver) Brenda Goldie Denise Crouch
Middlesex Eclectic (Bronze) Pauline Wilson Maureen Chapman
Hurst Cup Sheila Orchard Phillipa Fernandez
Qualifying Competitions Silver Division Bronze Division
December Medal Sallie Bowen Phillipa Fernandez
December Stableford Brenda Goldie Sue Diamond
January Medal (n/q) Denise Crouch Sook Ko
February Medal Masa Noguchi Lindy Creedy

Correction: The winners of the finals of the Middlesex Foursomes were Rosemary Rawlinson & Masa Noguchi
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