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COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE

26 August 2007 latest
Please give any articles or
advertisements to be included in
the next issue to Dennis Sare
either by sending an email with an
attachment to

dennis.sare@btinternet.com

or by posting a letter or CD
(which he promises to return) into
his pigeon hole. This will be fine
as this will save alot of time
re-typing! At worst, hand written/
typed copy will be OK .

View from the Terrace seems to be a

rather more gentle title than Random
Thoughts - mind you, it could have been
called A View from the External Viewing
Platform judging by our advertisements in
Optima. What a politically correct name for
a terrace! By the way, it's not a balcony -
that’s something else altogether.

The Editor’s infallible spy network tells the
story of anonymous letters being sent to our
General Manager. They are pushed under
the front door to await collection. Links
Towers never accepts anonymous letters
and nor should NGC. However, the Club
letter box is in a rather remote position (10
yards to the left of the front door, if you
didn’'t know) so, being charitable, perhaps
the writer was shy and also couldn’t find the
letter box.

ow is the season of our discontent

made glorious summer by this sun of
Fourball match fixing. A slight plagiarism
(and misquotation) but it emphasises the
point that, now that the competition season
is in full swing, there may be some
members who are unaware that if
competitions are entered, it is up to both
sides to initiate play dates. It is not the
second name nor the first - it is either. Be
the first and you'll have an easier time. A
weekend and a weekday date should be
offered, but everyone is expected to be
flexible. If, for example, Sundays are non-
playing days for you then why are you
entering the competition when your
opponents might only be able to play at
weekends - and vice versa. There is talk of
a member who would only reserve one day
in a month as weekdays were never played
- and this member has retired so why was
there a problem?

uly 1 sees the

introduction of a
No Smoking policy
at NGC - at long
last, some of you
might say,
particularly as some
of our near
neighbours have
been smoke-free for
some months.

Bill (Rubber Lips) Bowley
strutting his stuff at The
Summer Ball

Being a born-again
non-smoker | can
smell smoke from
miles away but | am very wary of
Government trying to influence our personal
habits under the disguise of looking after
our health. Still, the new law also does
enable members and staff at NGC to
breathe relatively clean air and that’s
probably the first intention of its introduction.
Our House Committee feels that the
Terrace (or Platform, if you must) should
also be a No Smoking area since a lot of
food is consumed there.

But in an apparent sop to the smokers, an
area where smoking may continue has been
created outside the trolley shed and on the
path to the ladies’ locker room, next to the
clubhouse. A strange decision, particularly
as now all members will have to run the
gauntlet of smokers before they can gain
access to the clubhouse from the course.

It looks like we might be in for some
interesting times. Me? Well, I'm going to fill
the summer days watching the smoking
area parameters being moved and then the
rules being enforced. Like those for mobile
phones.

Editor

he highlight of the summer social

scene was undoubtedly the
Summer Ball on 16 June. What a
splendid affair it was - ingenious black

and white drapes and doorways; a going to tell
particularly good buffet; no speeches him he'’s
(hurray!); one of the best bands played the
(Avalon) NGC has had for some time; wrong ball?

some of the best dancing ever seen
(Bill Bowley’'s impersonation of Mick
Jagger will remain in memories for
years) and a firework display that
brought on loud cheers at the end.

If you didn't get there this year make
sure you get booked in early next
year!

Sowho's

Want to see how the greens, course and clubhouse used to be and how they were changed?

Log on to: www.ngc-howitwasdone.co.uk and have a look
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The Club Captain’s Report

hat an extraordinary three

months we have had as far

as the weather is concerned.
In March it seemed to rain every day,
with parts of the course becoming
extremely wet (apart from the greens).
The trolley ban seemed to go on for
ever. April then turned out to be one
of the driest on record. Trolleys were
back, to the relief of many of us and by
the end of the month, parts of the
course had become very hard indeed,
with cracks appearing and concern
being expressed about the greens at
the Greens Forum on 16 April. Then
along came May with lots more rain
and now the course is looking lush
and is in splendid condition, which is
great as the golf season gets into full
swing.

Colin Rattray, accompanied by a full band of
Scottish Kazoos and Swirling Ocarinas presents
the winner’s trophy on England v The Rest day

During this period we have been busy
on both the social and golfing fronts.
The Winter Mixed Drawn competition
was won by David Wild and Jennifer
Buckmaster, with John Simmons and
Marg Bacon winning the Plate. After
a most successful St Patrick’s Day golf
competition and social evening, St
George’s Day was celebrated by a
contest between England and a Rest
of the World team captained by Colin
Rattray. The result was a narrow win
for England, with the match followed
by a pleasant meal in the Gallery
Restaurant. The Casino Evening in
May attracted less members than we
had hoped, but those who did attend
seemed to enjoy themselves.

On the course, the mixed team won
their first match against Sandy Lodge
and look forward to six more matches
over the next three months.

Unfortunately, the very poor weather
over the Spring Bank Holiday, caused
the postponement of the President’s
Mixed Foursomes. This has now
been re-arranged on Sunday 9
September. Fortunately, the sun
shone for the Captain’s Prize Day.
The main competition produced a
popular win for Colin Rattray, with Liz
Foster winning the Ladies Competition
and Paul Hopkins the Juniors’ Queen
Mother's Trophy. My thanks to all
those who supported me: | hope they
all enjoyed it as much as | did. Over
150 played and again the Gallery
Restaurant was full for the meal
afterwards. It was a day | shall long
remember.

The Summer Ball was, once again,
very popular and proved to be a
highlight of NGC's social calendar.
This will be followed very shortly by the
Club Golf Day. Itis always very much
a family day and is recommended,
particularly to new members.  With
the tribute Abba Group providing the
entertainment in the evening, the event
promises to be as popular as ever.

There is, of course, much golf to be
played during the Summer and | am
sure you will all participate as often as
possible. Again, with new members in
mind, | would mention, particularly, the
popular Nine and Dine Evenings.
These start on Friday 22 June and
involve a friendly nine holes of golf
followed by a simple meal. Just turn
up between 5 and 6pm and partners
will be arranged. Meals are chosen
before you play; entrance costs just £2
each to cover a weekly individual prize
and for the overall winners. These will
be presented on the final evening on
24 August

On Wednesday 20 June our President,
Ray Carter and Bill Bowley, who is one
of our Vice Presidents, celebrated

60 years of membership at Northwood
Golf Club. This is a remarkable
achievement and dozens of their
friends joined them that evening to
celebrate the notable occasion. A
feature in this issue of Links can be
found on pages 14 and 15

In conclusion, a few random thoughts.
Firstly, many congratulations to
Richard Grun, who set a new course
record with a gross 67, in difficult
conditions, in the Severn Centenary
Salver. Truly outstanding. Richard’'s
handicap is now point 5 and it cannot
be too long before he becomes the
first scratch golfer at Northwood for a
number of years. Congratulations also
to the Ladies Pearson Team who have
reached the County Finals at Muswell
Hill on 28 June. Well done Team and
very best wishes for that day.

I do hope that you are still enjoying
every day.

Summer Ball Organiser Julie Thompson
receives appreciation and thanks from
Club Captain David Killick
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Pearson Memory jogged

Further to Ursula Garner’s article on the Pearson Trophy, in

my three years’ Pearson team captaincy, when | had the
privilege to lead a super and enthusiastic team. We narrowly
lost to Finchley in the match which was played at Muswell Hill.

South East Counties final played that year at Moor Park.

One of my many abiding and fond memories is that of the late
Pam Read, in a match against Mill Hill in April 1994, coming off
the course with a vital 19™ hole win and covered from head to
foot in snow and, as always, in attendance were our loyal
supporters Phyl and George France.

1983 Pearson Champions - didn’t they do well?

Links Spring 2007, NGC Ladies reached the finals in 1995 during

It was extremely disappointing not to represent Middlesex in the

The Ladies Golf Union authorises the playing of monthly Medals
and Stablefords on a weekend as it recognises that many ladies
work and are unable to play on 'Ladies Day'. So we have two
days when monthly competitions are played but it is the same
competition and separate CSSs are calculated for each group of
ladies (even if there is just the one!!)

The system used to be for just Business Ladies, who are now
known as ADLs, but it has gradually changed and any Tuesday
lady can elect to play on the weekend date and vice versa
provided they give 7 days notice to play on the other day.

* by the way, ADL means Alternative Day Ladies, a nationally
recognised term

3/ @RZ ZKDW«W WKAMLM(OLEZE,MW"’

Margaret Goldsmith ~ MarjorieBramwell Moira Parry Stella Carter ~ Phoebe Wilsher Libby Byrne

Doris Jackson Babs Hopkins Oney Young Gwen Moys Pam Severn

Shame - an old custom now totally forgotten!

Wandering through an NGC Scrap Book created by Reg
Budd, | came across a letter from Mr G Hearn, the then Club
Secretary, to The Steward. It read:

“Please supply to Mrs K.I.Newbery one dozen small or nip
bottles of Ben Truman Ale consequent on having obtained an
eagle in a recent competition. Please file this note in support
of this free issue”. What a nice custom that was DS

Kimberley runs the Flora London
Marathon in 3 hrs 43 mins !!

fter over 4 months of hard

training, sacrificing my week-

end golf, my usual party life-
style and drinking lots of water, the
day finally arrived. It was hot, but
I'd rather that than rain as | had
trained in Australia (35 degrees+) for
a few weeks when visiting Jacquelyn
the previous month.

The race went better than | ever
could have imagined - | managed to
get round in 3hours 43mins, much
faster than expected. It was tough,
but the highlight was seeing my
friends in the crowd at the 18 mile
marker cheering me on. when | was
really struggling. Running over
Tower Bridge was also a moment
that | will never forget - the view was
amazing and the crowd so loud.

... and the MS Charity is better
off by nearly £2,000

I don't think I'll ever run a mara-
thon again, but the experience
was unforgettable and all the
training was worth every minute.
I would like to thank everyone at
Northwood Golf Club for their
generous sponsorship, and pay
special thanks to Chris Gornall
and the juniors for standing on
the 3" tee on Jubilee Cup day
persuading the members to play
double or quits for my charity. |
have so far collected just over
£1,900 for Multiple Sclerosis and
look forward to breaking the
magic £2,000 in the near future!
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The Lady Captain’s Report

ummer is always a busy time in the

golf calendar and this year is no

exception. What with knockouts,
friendly matches, mixed matches, away
days and invitations, my social life
seems to revolve around NGC. We
take the social whirl of Club life for
granted but those who don't belong to a
club tell me how fortunate 1 am and
wish they too were members of a
similar club.

Congratulations to the Pearson Squad
who are through to the County Semi-
Finals at Muswell Hill on June 28 .

The teams play the semi-final in the
morning and the two winning teams
play the final in the afternoon. Each
player is announced on the tee - so no
pressure then. | am looking forward to
joining the supporters from Northwood
and cheering them on. Irrespective of
the outcome | would like to congratulate
Ursula Garner, Pearson Capt/Manager,
for all her hard work and enthusiasm
and the Pearson Squad for their
commitment and to wish them every
success - we are all rooting for you.

The County winners will go on to the
Inter-County Final also to be held at
Muswell Hill on 20 July. Northwood
Ladies seem to be on a roll at the
moment - our Middlesex Five-a-

Side Scratch Team are through to the
next round and we wish them every
success — we are all rooting for you too.

At the Spring Meeting there was a vote
of thanks by Bryony Lines and a
presentation of gifts to Ursula Garner
from the Pearson Squad in recognition
of the time and effort she has put into
the Pearson matches this year.

The Ladies Dinner was well attended:;
our speaker Helen Emms was most
interesting and kindly donated her fee
to my charity, the Harefield Hospital
Scanner Appeal. Gillian Carter was the
lucky winner of the voucher for dinner
for two at the Grove. Many thanks to
Jennifer Buckmaster for helping with
the arrangements.

We have played two mixed matches
and three ladies’ friendly matches and
the weather, being kind, contributed to
very enjoyable occasions. It was so

Pearson Team Captain Ursula Garner being
presented with an orchid by way of thanks
from the team

disappointing that the Presidents Mixed
Foursomes had to be postponed due to
bad weather, particularly as it is Ray
Carter’s final year as President. But
other than this we have enjoyed very
good weather on all our fixtures.

On the 28 March, Malcolm Wadsworth
ran a rules quiz evening which proved
to be an extremely popular event.
Malcolm presented us with a framed
Rules Decision relevant to Northwood
Golf Club which will be displayed in the
Bar. We look forward to seeing
Malcolm in the near future.

Our Golf and Bridge fixture was held on
19 April and twenty ladies took part on
a beautiful warm and sunny day — great
for golf but not so good for bridge. The
competition was won by Phil France
and Margaret Goldsmith. Many thanks
to Maureen Chapman for helping me
organise this event.

The Half-day Invitation on 19 May,
attended by 46 ladies, was a great
success and the winners were Brenda
Goldie and Jane Oddi with 43pts — 6pts
ahead of the field — well done. My
thanks to Brenda for organizing this
event, Mona Harms and Marion
Wheeler for manning the Reception
Desk, Brian Monteith, our starter, and
Angela Butler who, with Ursula Garner ,
manned the half-way house.

The Spring Meeting was another
successful day which also enjoyed
excellent weather. The course looked
stunning but appearances can be

deceptive as many ladies found it very
difficult to score well. Thanks to
Margaret Barkwith, Angela Butler and
Dilys Welch for organizing such a
successful day. Audrey Shepherd and
Sally Keizer were on reception, Brian
Monteith was joined by Jimmy Keizer to
start us off and Audrey and Sally were
also in the halfway house. There have
been many compliments on the flower
arrangements at the Dinner — in fact
when | first saw them in the office |
thought they were the prizes — and this
was all down to Gwen Tutty.

What has Justin Rose and Shirley
Woods in common? They both came
back after many weeks absence from
the game and they both marked their
returns with some brilliant golf. But
while Justin did not win, Shirley’s good
form saw her take home both the
Vickery Cup and the Grannies Cup.
Our thanks to David Killick for making
the presentations.

I would like to welcome our two new
ladies — Diana Faulkner and Alison
Montague and wish them many happy
years at NGC. | am also delighted to
welcome back Brenda Bowley and
Marion Wheeler to playing membership
from Social Membership. Past Lady
Captains Audrey Shepherd and Jenny
Simmons have sadly retired from golf
and | personally enjoyed playing with
both of them. They will be missed on
the golf course but they will both be
staying on as social members, so
hopefully we will still be seeing a lot of
them. Who knows, circumstances may
change and we would all love to see
them return to playing golf.

Congratulations to Kimberley Orchard
on completing the London Marathon
and to Pam Severn on being invited to
become Vice President (Vice Capt) of
Saddlebrook Golf Club in Florida. We
wish her every success. Perhaps Pam
could arrange an Away Match for
Northwood?

I wish you all a happy and enjoyable
summer.

7 "
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House Committee Report

he House Committee has been very busy on your
behalf since the last edition of Links.

One of the main priorities has been developing the top of the
car park so that more members can park off the road. Les
Jones, our handy man, has marked the sleepers with white
paint to define the spaces. | would ask everyone to park in
these spaces so we can get the maximum number of cars in.

Links Cottage, where our Secretary lives, is having work
done because of subsidence problems. This is being done
through our insurers and should be completed soon, which
will no doubt please Trevor because he is fed up moving
from room to room avoiding builders.

The new fire alarm system will be installed soon, costing over
£15,000 which we have budgeted for, as we knew we would
have to conform to new fire regulations.

Looking back over the last two years or so, the additional
work we have had to do, which has crept up on us after we
had set out our yearly budget include:

Two new boilers £7,000
Asbestos removal £15,000
New ceiling and lights £16,000
New electricity supply £10,000
New electricity consumer units £14,000
Clubhouse/ Cottage roof repairs £11,000

All of these were unforeseen expenses.

We have also spent:

Extra air conditioning in bar area  £8,000
Terrace railings/lights £15,000
Pro shop refurbishment £15,000
Terrace furniture £5,000

This is to make the Club more user-friendly for members.

| can assure you that we always choose the most competitive
estimate and always endeavour to get value for money.

We are having a six monthly review meeting with our caterer,
Elvio Accalai, during June. | have attended some of the
functions recently and have found the food very good. If you
have any concerns with the food you are served, please talk
to Elvio or David at the time, and I'm sure they will do their
best to accommodate you.

I hope this explains some of the things we have been doing.

Happy golfing.

SMOKE FREE ENGLAND

Unless you have not watched television, read a newspaper or
listened to the radio for the past 6 months, you will now know
that as from Sunday 1 July 2007 it will be against the law to
smoke in virtually all enclosed public places, work places and
public and work vehicles in England. This includes the entire
Clubhouse and associated buildings, such as the trolley

be able to legally indulge their habit. As this seemed
extremely harsh the Committee has also agreed to allow
smoking immediately outside the trolley shed (but under no
circumstances inside) and along the pathway from the terrace
towards the ladies changing room entrance. If this area is
chosen, due consideration should be given to the fact

shed at Northwood Golf Club.

As from that date we will be required by law to display the
new A5 size No-Smoking signs in a prominent position at
every entrance to the Club. All ashtrays will have been
removed and the staff will have been trained to understand

that the staff in the office often have the window open
for ventilation, therefore please do not stand directly
outside that point.

All members of Northwood Golf Club and their guests
are requested to assist the staff in the enforcement of

the new law and what their responsibilities are. A smoke
free policy has been adopted and will be displayed in the main
foyer.

The House Committee has given a great deal of thought to
where those members who have to smoke could go and do so.
The obvious place would have been the terrace; however for
the continued comfort of the majority of members who do not
smoke and wish to enjoy this magnificent facility, this area has
also been made ‘smoke free’.

Therefore, in its simplest form, that leaves only the golf course,
car park and along the public highway as places for smokers to

this new law. Failure to comply could mean heavy
fines being imposed by the courts. A £50 fixed penalty or up to
£200 fine (if prosecuted and convicted) for any individual caught
smoking in ‘smoke free’ premises or a work vehicle and/ a
maximum fine of £2,500 if the Club fails to prevent smoking in a
‘smoke free’ place.

Your co-operation will be very much appreciated.

General Manager

% &
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Stags Report

he Stags golfing season is up and running and

we have been blessed with some glorious

weather. At the time of going to press we have
played 8 matches and have won 6 which is a very
creditable 75% success ratio. We have been
successful away against Moor Park and West Herts
and at home against Sandy Lodge and Hartsbourne.

Our two losses were against Ellesborough at home
which was surprising, as they had never beaten us at
home. Our other loss was against Hartsbourne away
but this was offset by the glorious weather and the
idyllic setting of this beautiful country club and course.

The Stags Winter 4 Ball Better Ball competition is
nearing the final stages and congratulations to Club
Captain David Killick, Brian Hampton, Anil Doshi and
Ron Hooker in reaching the final which, at the time of
writing has not yet been played. The first round of the
Summer singles competition has been completed and
the 2nd round is due to be played by the 29 June.

As notified in the recent Chairman’s
letter it has been decided to hold an
‘informal’ Members’ meeting on

Monday 10 September @ 7.30pm.

This meeting will allow the Directors
to update the membership on both
the progression of the 5-year plan

and explain, in more detail, what
ideas the relevant committees have
for the further improvement of our
facilities here at
Northwood Golf Club
ALL MEMBERS WELCOME

Elvio’s catering has received many favourable
comments, especially regarding the choice of desserts
from the trolley, as it is far more exciting to feast with
ones eyes before making a selection. The panoramic
view of the course from the Gallery restaurant has
also been praised by many of the visitors who have
commented that it gives the impression that one is
dining in the middle of the course which all adds to the
occasion. The condition of the course has also
received many laudable comments, not just the
greens but also the fairways.

| would like to thank all the members who have had to
step in at short notice owing to last minute
cancellations. My thanks also go to Vice Captain
Peter Harvey for the tremendous support that he has
given me throughout the season.

| trust everyone is enjoying the season up to now and
there is still over half of it left.
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Juniors Section Report

he golf season is well and truly
under way now, and our Juniors
are performing well.

I hope you will all be impressed with the
new “uniform” the boys are wearing. We
are pleased and indebted to John Flynn
of Ruislip Windows and Doors Ltd
who has kindly sponsored our Junior
team with shirts and jumpers (we have
not lost a game in our new shirts).

We are just past the mid-way point of
The Friern Barnet League, where we
have won three, (away to Pinner and
Ruislip and home to Hillingdon), halved
one (home to Ruislip) and lost one
(away to Hillingdon). We are currently on
top of the League. However, we have

Our Junior Section has also faired well
in Club competitions:-

James Morgenstern has won through to
the Final of the Club Challenge KO,
where he will play Cornelius Bohane.
Chris Gornall won the March Midweek
Stableford (beating his Dad into second
place).  Joe Scibilia won the May
Monthly Stableford and also the Ken
Whitaker Cup. Paul Hopkins and
Chris Gornall tied for the Fairlie
Challenge Bowl, and will play off for the
Bowl.

June 3 was Captain’s Prize Day, where
the Juniors played for the Queen Mother
Trophy. What a magnificent day with
David’s excellent hospitality - and he

Gornall, 152, which was 2 under par
nett.

Instead of the Annual Fun Day we
normally run for the younger Juniors, we
have entered the Golf Foundation’s
Adult/Junior Foursomes Competition. It
is an idea from the GF to bring adult and
junior members together . We have
selected 12 Juniors to play in this
competition and they will be on the
lookout for an adult playing partner to
play on Saturday July 14 at 1pm. | hope
that if you are asked you will be kind
enough to play with one of our Juniors.

Our Junior Open on 13 August is fast
approaching and our Committee will
soon be setting an Agenda for

Team Northwood Juniors with Club Captain David Kill
team colours sponsor Northwood member John Flynn of

played more games than Ruislip,
Hillingdon, Pinner and Sudbury. Our
next games are Sudbury away on July
15 and then we finish the League
programme with 2 home games v
Sudbury, July 29 and Pinner Hill August
12. Joe Scibilia, Paul Hopkins, Chris
Gornall, Joe Capell, Joe Scales, James
Memory, James Morgenstern and Tom
Wells have all played well and earned
valuable points in their matches.

In addition to the February Junior Medal,
we have had 3 further competitions -
Division One; won by James
Morgenstern (nett 68), Ben Jaggs (nett
64) and Joe Capell (nett 69). Division
Two; won twice by Tom Wells and once
by Robbie Johnson. Division Three, won
twice by Ross Macknay and once by
Rhys Jones

even arranged for perfect weather. The
Junior Section thanks David for his
support of the Juniors and the generous
prizes he donated. Congratulations to
the winner — Paul Hopkins with a score
of 41 points. James Memory was
second and Chris Gornall third

We are pleased that Joe Scibilia and
Paul Hopkins have been selected to play
for the Tigers A team, Paul also played
in the scratch team that beat Hendon in
the Frank Rowse Trophy third round on
Saturday 2 June.

Seven juniors entered the Middlesex
Junior Championships on 29 May at
Grim’s Dyke. Whilst all the boys played
well, the competition was a gross score
over 36 holes; the winner scored a
magnificent 4 under par score of 134.
Northwood’s best gross score was Chris

ick, Team Manager Nigel Gornall and
Ruislip Windows and Doors Ltd

organising this Day. Thank
you to the many members
who have already offered
their time on the day. We will
be calling on as many as
possible so that the Day runs
smoothly and presents
Northwood Golf manner
befitting our Club.

Whilst assistance will be
required for drinks, ball-
spotting, scoring, etc to help
with the costs of running the
Day, we would like to have
all 18 holes sponsored by
Companies. If anyone
would be willing to sponsor a
hole, their Company name
board can be placed at each
Tee: could you please let me
know?

Following the Northwood Junior Open,
our Juniors are off to Saunton on August
15 to play for the Bill Bowley Trophy on
the 16™ and the Saunton Junior Open on
the 17™. Let’s hope we can bring the
Trophy back to Northwood for the first
time.

Repeating my request in the previous
Links, we make a further appeal for new
Junior members. Our aim is to organise
a 4 session programme for boys and
girls, aged between about 9-12 . | would
ask anyone who might be interested in
their children, grand children, nephews
or nieces taking part in this introduction
to golf, to please contact me.

Never ask a man if he’s from Yorkshire. If he s,
If he isn’t, why embarrass him?

he’ll already have told you.
Roy Hattersley
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Rabbits Report

ultifold congrats to that Rabbits

stalwart, John Liberty, who with

his doughty partner, Jeremy
Blakeley, managed to beat Alistair (the
Sage) Todd and Mark (the young un)
Wareham in a tensely contested Winter
Greensomes Final . Well done to John
and Jeremy who made a formidable
pairing throughout the competition.

Angora Cup The Angora Cup is now well
under way, thanks to our ever-efficient
Secretary, Stuart Vaux , who managed to
field a record number of 70 entries this
year without batting an eyelid. As we have
such a vast number of matches ahead of
us, please try to ensure that your’s is
played on time. As usual, there have
already been some upsets in the early
rounds as | note with some discomfit.
Who will carry the Cup at the end of this
epic competition, | wonder?

Stanley West Our Stanley West Trophy
team fought valiantly against Wyke Green
at Wyke Green on a rain-sodden day. The
rain actually never stopped throughout the
whole day. After everyone, except the last
pair,were in the clubhouse, the match was
level at 4:4. Our last contestant was
none other than that good old soldier, John
Liberty who was level at the 18".  Then
level again at the 19™, 20" and 21%'. Al
the rest of us were, by this time, busy
biting our nails in the clubhouse apart from
David Killick, our illustrious Club Captain,
who was giving the Rabbits his support
that day, who was biting his own nails on
the rain-sodden course.  Finally, the
match came to an end on the 22™ when
John’s adversary managed to win with his
final putt. What a contestant is Mr Liberty
and what an advertisement for sheer
persistency. Our winners on the day were
Stuart Vaux, Hugh Harkness, Peter Cox,
myself and our playing reserve, Ray Kelly.

Inter Club Friendlies  We have not done
a bad job in our Friendly matches against
other clubs. The results so far are Played
11, Won 9, Drawn 1, Lost 1.
Congratulations again to Stuart Vaux who
painstakingly selects the teams with one
eye on trying to ensure that most people
get a fair crack of the whip, while at the
same time trying to pick a winning team.
Not the easiest of tasks.

It's pleasing to see new Rabbits coming
through to the Friendlies. This makes our
Rabbits Section stronger and deeper. We
are blessed with a strong Rabbits Section,
unlike some of the other clubs who seem
to have difficulty in building a good high
handicap base. Northwood Rabbits might
like to note that the second half of the
Friendly Match season is now up on the
Rabbits Board, so do please sign up for
these matches as soon possible.

Here's to next year, chaps.

All the latest NGC Rabbits news, photos and gossip

at: www.northwoodrabbits.co.uk

Foxes Report

lot seems to have happened since my last report,

but the most significant thing for me, naturally, is

being declared fit to play again. It has been my
pleasure to captain the Foxes on three occasions, all away
from home, but to date under my leadership we have not
managed better than an honourable draw at Verulam. Must
do better!

| want to take this opportunity to thank Terry Bowles for
standing in for me at the first three games of the season. He
did an excellent job and managed a level record as skipper -
one win, one draw and one loss by the narrowest margin at
team level, but two wins from three personally — only what |
would expect from Terry, leadership from the front.

The availability sheets for the second half of the season are
now on the board and I look forward to having the
opportunity to welcome some new Foxes to the club
matches. My policy is to give as many people as possible a
chance to play, so don't be shy if you would like to play.

Can | also remind everyone that we play in white shirts in all
matches this season. For those who need one, Chris has a
new stock of Foxes shirts available in the pro-shop. Foxes
ties are available from me at £10 and are really smart for the
dinner after a game.

Congratulations The Winter Four-Ball competition has
been completed now and we must congratulate Les Potter
and Arun Kumar on winning the event. | look forward to
presenting them with their silver Foxes at the Section Dinner
in October — please note date in diaries.

A disappointingly small field played in the re-run of the Colin
Riley Trophy 2006, but the standard was decent and the
result close. Mike Gibson’s 36 points beat Brian Thorogood
into second place on count-back, but the winner was Bryan
Hampton with 37 points.

On-going Nags The Reynard 2007 is already under way.
Please do your utmost to respect competition deadlines and,
at very least , let me know if you have any problems
arranging matches. | will do my best to accommodate
reasonable requests but please remember that the
competition must be finished before the October Dinner and
we cannot afford to fall too far behind schedule in any part of
the draw. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Marketing Director’s Report

e have now reached the end of the

2006/7 New Members marketing

campaign. Following are the
results of the past two campaigns we have
undertaken, together with some lessons
learnt.

In the 29-month period since January 2005
we have had a total of 17 months during
which time we have been running marketing
campaigns, resulting in the enrolment of
some 145/150 new members. This was the
outcome largely of advertising in local
newspapers, Optima, and Limited Edition,
plus Golf magazines. You may have noted
other local clubs have now started to use
these publications to attract new members.

W e have maintained the charging of an
entry fee, which is very important. This
policy does encourage the type of person
we need at this Club; people who join with a
view to maintaining membership over a long
period. £800 seems about right for
campaign periods. All clubs that have
abandoned entry fees have suffered from
the Roving Golfer and are now regretting
such a decision.

We currently have a number of long
standing members reverting to Social
membership due to ageing and ill health,
therefore it will be interesting to see the net
gain in membership over the past 29
months. The outcome might certainly

suggest that membership drives must
continue

Cost of Promotions Over the course of
the two Promotions (29 months) we have
spent a little under the budgeted figure of
£10,000 and almost all this money has been
spent on advertising as mentioned above.
Perhaps the next campaign should be aimed
a little more towards younger golfers?

At this point | would like to thank Sheila
Bright and the Membership Committee for
the enthusiasm and commitment they have
shown in getting the prospective members
interviewed and played in - a job very well
done.

| would also thank Sheila Bright, Brian
Ratcliffe and our Club Captain, David Killick,
for the many evenings over the past two
years that they have spent with me in the
clubhouse introducing prospective members
to the Club and all it has to offer. The first
welcome to the Club has proved very
important.

We have had a better response from
members introducing friends and colleagues
this year and gaining a financial reward.
Such a reward is still possible to obtain even
during non-promotional periods: £113 off
next year's subscription and £25 onto your
club card. Some alterations to this deal
may occur in the autumn.

The two advertisements in Optima and
Limited Edition, aimed at recruiting ladies,
produced little or no reaction; perhaps more
energy needs to be directed in this area.

Competition | have noted during the
past few months other local clubs have
placed advertisements in Optima seeking
new members. These other clubs do not
have such a strong selling point as
Northwood, as our advertisements are able
to focus on the one million pounds spent on
the Club including installing USGA greens.

Whilst we are conscious of the number of
players on the course at certain times, we
believe there are good opportunities to
increase green fee revenue from both
societies and casual visitors.

Future plans  We should plan for another
membership campaign to run late autumn
with booster activity early in the New Year;
plan winter promotions for members to
increase green fee income and promote the
Winter Warmer campaign in an effort to get
income in known slack months, the tag
being: “Book now, you know you can

play at Northwood in the winter months”.

#

The Finance Director’s Bottom Line

hose of you who take more than a

passing interest in the Club’s finances

will know that this is the time of year
when we have set our budgets for the
coming year and have to sit tight while the
subscriptions renewal process takes place.

Avid watchers of this column will remember
that 75% of our money comes from
members subs and is banked in May and
June. At the risk of stating the obvious,
members leaving or downgrading their
membership category leave shortfalls in our
income. If these exceed the numbers we
have estimated then we have holes in the
budget that are difficult to plug without
imposing expenditure cut backs.

The Club now has some critical decisions to
make regarding membership numbers.

Marketing and Membership have done a
tremendous job in recruitment without which
we would now be struggling for money. Our
original target was eventually to reach 570.
With 523 playing members at the end of
April there are some concerns arising about
congestion on the course at certain times. If
we decide to reduce our targets then this will
affect the affordability of ongoing club
improvements.

We ended the 2006/7 financial year with the
overdraft we predicted and for which we
made allowances. Some additional expense
was incurred on repairs which were offset by
some delays in project expenditures;
“nothing new there”, | hear you say. Due to
the age and nature of some of our buildings,
we do need to allow ourselves some
contingencies for the unexpected.

As explained in Stephen Lee’s recent
renewals letter the formation of a new Five
Year Plan continues. The Committees,
helped by the surveys, have identified a
substantial number of projects required
around the course and Clubhouse. The
proposals, membership and financial
strategies will be presented at a Members’
evening. This evening is currently planned
for 10 September and details will be
publicised later.
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Membership Committee Report

espite the recent changeable weather, we have had a very
enjoyable Spring. | suppose we must accept that we
desperately needed the rain both on the course and in the
garden.

With regard to the growing number of very keen new Members, the
Membership Committee is well aware that on fine days and at certain
times the course can become rather busy. | know that the Green
Committee is looking into this problem to find a way of solving it to
everyone’s satisfaction. However, as we know that at other times
one can be lucky enough to have the course practically to one’s self,
with a little forbearance and planning surely we can all enjoy the
course as and when we wish?

The Marketing Campaign organised by Brian Hall, which began last
September, brought a very satisfactory number of applications and
most of these have been processed, offered Membership and have
accepted. | must thank all members of the Membership Committee
for their consistent and dedicated hard work in getting these
applicants through the admissions process so efficiently. The great
majority of these new Members have come to us from other Clubs,
with Handicaps ranging from acceptable to single figures. Those who
have not been Members of other Clubs have demonstrated an
admirable knowledge of the game and the desire, not only to better
their recommended Handicaps, but also to contribute to the ethos of
Northwood Golf Club.

At the close of the Campaign at the end of April, the total number of
new Members joining since the start of the campaign was in the
region of 45. As it will not become evident until the end of June,
when all subscriptions must be paid, how many of our existing
Members will choose not to re-join, we have no way of knowing if we
have hit our “target”. However, as we are all aware, the aim and
object of our task is not just to get the numbers but also to ensure
that all new members are assimilated smoothly into the Club.
Hopefully, both new and existing Members feel we are succeeding.

New Members  We would like to offer a very warm welcome to the
following new Members, who have joined us since the last edition of
Links :- John McSwan, Michael Milward, Paul Harrison, Peter
Gerrick, Neil Moncur, Beth Heritage, Diana Faulkner, David Head,
Naresh Shah, Trevor Horwood, Tony Dearsley, Paul Montague,
Perry Siriyatorn, Nigel Palmer, Trish Lanning, Derek Banner and
Nick Newman. We hope that they are all enjoying both the golf and
the social activities at the Club. As has been said before, if anyone
is having difficulties in finding games do not hesitate to contact the

It is with regret that we announce the
death of Mr Eric Pryor who died
on 4 April 2007.

A Club member since 1970, he will be
sadly missed by all his friends

Captain or secretary of the relevant section or one of the
Membership Committee. The telephone numbers of all new
Members who are not included in the diary can be obtained from the
Office.

New Members® Evening  We held our annual New Members®
Evening on Friday, 23 March, which was enjoyed by all who
attended. Although not as many new Members as we would have
liked could make that date, we hope that those who did found it
worthwhile.

Academy of Golf ~ Our Professional, Chris Holdsworth, has
informed me that there are several wives of Members who are
interested in the coaching in small groups scheme and he is in the
process of arranging times and dates suitable to those who have
signed up. If, however, there are any ladies who may not have
received the introductory letter and who feel they would be interested
in finding out more, Chris would be delighted to hear from them. If
you are on your own, he will arrange for you to have lessons with
ladies of similar abilities. Also, if you have friends from outside the
Club who would be interested in joining you for lessons, this can be
arranged. Now that, hopefully, the good weather is here to stay (I
do hope | don't speak too soon!) this would be an excellent time to
try out the game of golf in a friendly, sociable atmosphere.

I'm sure we are all looking forward to a summer of good golf.
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Letters to The Editor

Tee Congestion - a good Time to start? A New Business Start Up?

As a past Chairman of the Membership Committee it is good to see !
the continued increase in the number of new members joining the # # " %
Club. This however can bring its own problems, as all the new %
members want to play on the course which has resulted in over-
crowding at times. & #

% ' " &
In turn, this has led to instances where members have taken matters ) ) ¥ +$
into their own hands and have teed off, ignoring the published " & *
starting times and correct tee. The starting times have been in place '
for many years and they are there for areason and should not be
ignored without the approval of the Secretary, Captain or &% &
Professional. & ! % !

It seems to me that the Club needs seriously to consider having an o o

e ; ; . & % % $
official starter, especially at weekends, with the authority to enforce /
the correct starting procedure. | hope that the Board and Green 0
Committee give support to this suggestion. !

lan Seely 123

A reply received from Jim Thorpe, Green Chairman |

The Board and Green Committee are very conscioyswfcomments ' .
about congestion on the course at certain timesapdctively looking at $

ways of alleviating and controlling this problem. ) ' % %

) . N %/
The new members have integrated well into the uargections of the Club $ 0 %
- (]

and all appear to be playing 8 days a week, whichaving a big impact on
key playing times and that has led to some mentErasionally playing & &
off the wrong tee. The Green Committee has beekirvg hard to find a 12) &

formula that can cope with the overcrowding, mairdlynch times, & &

Wednesdays and weekends. We believe that we hawk ddetter starting
time formula and will be putting this into practias 1 July for a trial
period before adopting the new times if they amecessful.

& . % &
We regards to an official starter, Chris Marland shheen reviewing how 0 & % 12 7 &

other clubs handle the situation and is currentlyrking on proposals for
NGC. Duties will include the need for a “meeter agieter/starter” for
visiting Societies where the Board feel that there opportunities to 87 &

improve our overall image. $ *

Jim Thorpe $ .
Ted Bamford

A Plea to a Conscience Raynaud's & Scleroderma Fund Raiser
On Saturday 19 May | parked my Nissan Almeira agside the front door | should like to thank all those who kindly supported our fund
of the clubhouse, with the front facing onto thado | thought this would  rajsing morning for the above charity. People were most

be a safe place. generous in their donations of cash, plants, prizes and time,

However, on returning to my car | found that somebad backed into it, rarlflr;]g an aTazm.gt;hﬁl,t790. | The researcht ?Ssgplatlpn, t
marking the front bumper, denting my nearside véng nearside rear door which operates without regular government runding, 1S mos

and also damaging the bodywork just above the petim | would have grateful.for thi.s sum which means a Staggering £14,250 has
thought that whoever did this would have owned Wy car is a brightly ~ been raised since we started in 1999 with a sum of £450.

coloured metallic gold/green and, if they did ne¢ @r feel the bumps, then
might | suggest that they give up driving. Thank you so much.

If you have a conscience, my name is Grace Horahéhmy phone number
is in the diary. | look forward to your call scathwe can discuss the matter
further.

Marg Bacon

Grace Horobin
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Letters to The Editor

Jubilee Cup Clanger?

We have just enjoyed four days of golfing
competitions, in glorious weather, starting off
with the Jubilee Cup which is one of the few
competitions that allows the ladies to
compete with the men. Such competitions |
feel bring the Club members closer together.

However, it was greatly disappointing to see
that the results sheet of the Jubilee Cup did
not include the ladies’ scores, whilst it
included the Juniors who pay a vastly lower
subscription than us. Nor did it include
those ladies who were fortunate enough to
get a Two. | understand that Chris paid out
on some of the male member's Twos, then
was advised by a male member (and not a
Club official) that some ladies had entered
and achieved a Two.

Additionally, my playing partner came in with
a creditable score of 35 points, was unaware
of where she finished in the order, or what
the CSS was for the ladies, but was advised
that she had been cut.

Are we not arecognised Section of
the Club?

Penny Dark

A reply has been received from NGC'’s General
Manager:-

As you should be aware there is not currently total
integration of the mens/ladies handicapping
systems in this country, therefore the scores are
fed into two totally different handicap programmes.
The results and CSS are therefore different and
relevant to the scores recorded by each gender.
The Men'’s results are posted outside the
Professional shop and the Ladies in their changing

room, both sets are also published on the club’s
website along with the competitors revised
handicaps.

Whilst | am aware that the Jubilee Cup is
competed for by both Men & Lady members, it is
impossible to combine the scores without taking
the time to manually retype all the results. This
would have happened if the creditable score of 35
points had either been in contention or a prize
winner. Players are reminded it is their
responsibility to adjust their handicaps if they think
their score has affected it.

The Juniors who competed, were all male and

therefore obviously controlled within the men’s

handicapping system. It has nothing to do with
subscription fees.

Regarding the point about the Twos club, this is
independently run by our Club Professional in
conjunction with Club competitions. In this rare
case there has clearly been an error in not
identifying if any Lady playing had recorded a Two.
I am sure Chris has suitably rectified this mistake.

Trevor Collingwood,

Rights and Costs of Rights

When the Ladies were granted the vote and
equal status, it was stipulated that the only
exception to the Ladies having access to the
course at all times at the weekends were the
mornings of the Men’s competitions. This
was fully endorsed by the members.
However, and apparently, this has not been
acceptable to a few fairly new Business
Lady members (ADLs) who presumably,
having applied to the Club for membership
on the basis of the facilities available and
once accepted, have proceeded to persuade

the Board to “move the goal posts” to allow
them access to the Men’s weekend tee
reservations. | consider this decision to be
an affront to the Ladies who, for years, have
loyally adhered to the original agreement. It
also discriminates against the majority of
Lady Full members. It will be interesting to
note the Board’s reaction should the current
relentless drive to attract Lady members
result in an overwhelming response from
ADLs.

A few elderly members, both Gentlemen and
Ladies (among them pensioners on fixed
incomes) have applied for a reduction in
their annual subscription on the basis that
they can now only play nine holes and,
sometimes, only once a week. This
application has been refused. Having up
until now always advocated that the Club’s
overheads are irrelevant to the time
members spend on the course, | now find
myself in total support of these members.
After all, the Club is giving very generous
largesse to new members and a very large
reduction in subscriptions is given to 29 year
olds who have considerable earnings
potential. | fail to understand why the Board
is prepared to risk losing members rather
than reach a compromise. It would appear
that the many years of loyal membership
and support that these members have given
to the Club count for nothing.

Shirley Nichols

A Jean-Marie Le Pen
An O J Simpson

Fairway shots

A Kate Winslett

An Arthur Scargill

A Son-in-Law
hoped for

Tee shots:
A Gerry Adams a provisional
A Ken Livingstone way off left

too far right
got away with it

a little bit fat otherwise perfect
a great strike but a poor result
it'll do but not quite what you

In a Hazard
An Adolf Hitler

A Saddam Hussein

A Red October

Putting
A Cuban

A Rock Hudson

A Dennis Wise

A Diego Maradona

(with thanks to the Brookmans Park GC Newsletter and The Sun).

A Salman Rushdie

two shots in a bunker
go from bunker to bunker
underwater and you won't find it

ball needed one more revolution
putt that is impossible to read
thought it was straight but it
wasn’t

a nasty five-footer

a very nasty five-footer

The really doubtful ones have been left out and you
probably know them anyway.
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Double Diamond Works Wonders for Northwood

n June 20 Northwood Golf Club celebrated a very

special occasion. In 1947 three teenage boys - Bill

Bowley and twin brothers Ray and Don Carter were
introduced to the Club by Cameron Anderson (of
Anderson’s Hollow on the seventh renown and former
Middlesex champion).

At that time Bill and Ray were junior Members at Haste Hill
GC where the annual subscription was £1. “For an extra
pound”, adds Ray “we were also Members of Ruislip and
Rickmansworth clubs”. Not bad value for money, even in
the 1940s.

The three lads were no mean players themselves. Indeed,
as pupils of Harrow County School for Boys, together with
another pupil, Malcolm Peel, they represented England
Boys against Scotland Boys at St Andrews in August 1949.
It was an extraordinary achievement for Harrow County
School to have four members in the same international
side.

In the British Boys Championship that followed, Ray was
drawn in the quarter final against a lad by the name of
Paddy Hine who, at the age of 16, was hot favourite to win.
Ray emerged the winner by 3 and 2.  He recalls Paddy
saying to him after the match, “I was thinking of turning pro
but now I'll join the RAF”.  As history will judge he
undoubtedly made the right decision, for he became Air
Chief Marshal Sir Patrick Hine and, as head of Strike
Command, was in charge of air operations during the Gulf
War. Ray likes to think he had some influence in Paddy’s
choice of career!

One could not find two personalities less alike than Bill and
Ray. The problem with Bill is curbing his enthusiasm. He
has boundless energy and whenever engaged in
conversation the topic frequently veers towards his beloved
London Shoe and Leather Trades Golf Society, formed on
21 June 1953 with its first meeting at Northwood. Bill's

father was a shoe repairer in Northwood and it was his son's gy, in 1948 showing the powerful swing that he has

sheer persistence and tenacity which helped to create the
very successful Bowley’s shoe shops in Northwood and
Stanmore (still in existence but under new ownership),
Ruislip, Rickmansworth, Beaconsfield and as far afield as
Solihull!

Ray presents an altogether more self-effacing figure. A
graduate from London University he and his brother followed
in their father’s footsteps and became pharmacists. He set
up various local chemists, including in Northwood and
Pinner.

As to their sporting prowess, space does not permit us to
cover all their successes. Bill is one of those infuriating guys
one comes across in sport from time to time: a natural. He
achieved his colours at Harrow County for rugby, swimming
and athletics (discus and javelin). “Gave me a good strong
right arm for more important things in life”, he quips.

never lost

Serving in the BAOR (the British Army of Occupation of the
Rhine) in Germany during 1951-52 he represented the Army
in golf and rugby and also in the water polo championships at
the infamous town of Belsen.

He plays down his achievements as a golfer, but reveals that
at 14 years old he qualified for the first round of the Evening
News Challenge in 1946 while at Haste Hill and was drawn
against the Northwood legend, Cameron Anderson. So
impressed was Anderson with the youngster that he invited
him to join the Club. “Can my two friends, Ray and Don,
join?” asked Bill. “If they’re anything like you, bring them
along”, was the reply.
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“Aren’t we lucky” say all of us at NGC

Ray and Bill were Northwood Club Captains in successive
years: Ray from 1978-79 and Bill 1979-80. Both have given
great service to the Club, including running the Junior
Section in the 1970s. Bill has served on the Board of
Directors and is a Vice President of the Club. Ray is the
incumbent President and has been a Trustee of Northwood
since 1988.
On 20 June 2007, at a celebratory party that they both
hosted, many a glass was raised to Bill and Ray from their
family, friends and Club members They have thoroughly
earned it.
#
Ray, also in 1948, with natty headgear

At the age of 13 Ray won the Captain’s Prize at Haste Hill

with a gross score of 72 off a 14 handicap! He played in the

International Trials for England Boys in 1947 and

represented them in 1948 and 1949 against Scotland. He

reached the semi final of the British Boys Championship in

1949 at St Andrew’s.

In the previous year Bill (aged 16) and Ray triumphed in the

Frank Rowse Middlesex County Foursomes. From that year

to 1958 Ray played off a handicap of one. During 1951-52

he represented London University in matches against

Oxford, Cambridge and Glasgow universities; was a regular

member of the Middlesex County Golf team until 1958 when

marriage (to Gillian) and resulting family commitments Ray and Bill enjoying the evening sunshine

curtailed his golfing aspirations. He was Northwood Club on the terrace at their 60th Celebratory party

Champion in 1953 and 1954 and, just for the record, has on 20 June 2007

holed in one four times - twice in 1944.
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Green Committee Report

Greens Clinic At the Greens Clinic in
mid April, David Leach and Wesley Walker
demonstrated to approx 40 members who
attended, a trenching machine to carry out
extensive drainage much needed around
the course. The machine, attached to our
own tractor, had earlier dug a trench to the
rear of the 18" green. Unfortunately the
machine was considered not suitable to
cope with our drainage requirements and
therefore we will continue to look for more
appropriate equipment. We have also
requested quotes for the necessary work to
be carried out by outside contractors, who
have already surveyed our course and will
be furnishing us with their findings and
estimates.

David Leach continued his talk, bringing us
up to date with all the work that he and his
team had been doing, covering greens,
tees, fairway, bunkers and paths and the
programme for this coming year.

Questions were invited and these mostly
concerned the greens, about apparent lack
of growth, watering and speed. David
explained that, with minimal growth during
winter and play throughout this period, he
was pleased with the greens’ condition and
commented how well they had done.
However, with the weather being so wet
and cold earlier this year and now so dry,
conditions were not good for promoting
normal spring growth. Watering the greens
would have an adverse effect. We need
be patient if we are to have good greens all
rear round.

David confidently went on to explain the
technical details of how we are looking
after the Club’s major investment. Most
members were delighted to hear the
eventual benefits we will receive, putting
our minds at rest that what we are doing is
for the good of the greens in the long term.

Some members requested that we should
be kept up to date with information. It was
agreed that, as well as publishing a
monthly report, David would also publish
some of the technical reasons for why and
what is being done. This would not only
be on the notice boards but the General
Manager would include the reports on the
NGC web site.  We will be holding the
next Green Clinic in September.

Fairways, semi-rough and rough The
continuing deep aeration of the fairways is
paying off and the improvement is
noticeable. We are cutting at the following
heights: fairways 17mm, semi 25mm and
rough 50mm giving a definition that will
enhance the course at the same time as
maintaining the challenge. Our thanks

must go to Chris Holdsworth for liaising
with David Leach about the shaping of the
fairways together with input from the Green
Committee. My thanks also go to all the
support of the 50 who attended the divoting
evening. It was the best | have known
with over 30 stopping for sausage & mash
and a drink. We will be holding another
divoting evening later this year.

Greens The policy that David Leach is
following is slowly showing results of
greens improvement. | must congratulate
him for his insistence that we do not stray
from it in times when they are dry, bare and
parched. This is especially so after hollow-
coring with a heavy top dressing applied for
good measure. We still have a long way
to go and some greens have some
catching up to do. There will be more
clearing of trees and scrub etc to allow light
and air. This has already improved some
greens. We do not want to remove
perfectly good trees unnecessarily, so we
have to balance what is needed for green
survival and well-being, as well as trying to
maintain the character of the hole.

Tees Our tees have been neglected over
the years and need a lot of work and
extending in some cases. With more
important work required to other parts of
the course the tees seem always to be last
on the list. The Committee are currently
reviewing the tees, with the proposals
forming part of a new Five Year course
plan. Inthe meantime, the normal
maintenance will be continued, with the
alterations/modifications that were not
completed before spring, due to adverse
weather conditions, being carried out in
late autumn/winter.

Bunkers The design of some of our
bunkers allows sand to be washed out and
following up to 65mm of rain on 3 separate
occasions the staff have had to shovel
sand off the fairway leaving our bunkers far
from their best. The greens staff has
worked hard to bring them back to a
reasonable standard. This included
breaking up consolidated sand and adding
new sand where necessary. We have
also increased the number of times they
are deep raked each week.

Water hazards You will have noticed the
new red & yellow posts this year. Our
green staff made and painted them during
the winter months in an effort to save on
the cost of the previous plastic posts. This
was all part of a drive to spend your money
more wisely, plus they are taller so you can
see them more easily from a distance. All
water hazards are now marked between

the posts with a line, for your assistance in
establishing if you are in the hazard.

Drinking Water Fountains  The fountains
at 5th, 12th and 15th have all been cleaned
and serviced with new cartridges installed
inthe taps. The manufacturers agreed to
supply the new parts free of charge
including another replacement for the 12th,
which had only lasted a week. A new
stopcock has been installed to shutdown
each fountain separately for the winter or
servicing; let's hope they last trouble-free a
little longer this time. The fountain at the
10th has had a new supply pulled
underground by MJ Abbott at last and, by
the time you read this, the connections
should have been made both ends and it
should be in full working order.

Starting Times | must admit we are
struggling with this one. At first glance you
would think we could tweak the times here
and there to accommodate the current
mode of play that has changed over the
recent years, but its not so easy. On
Wednesdays and non-competition
weekends, four-ball play appears to be the
general requirement. However allocation
on these days must also be made for
competitions and general play in two ball
formats.

The Green Committee has been
deliberating over several different draft
proposals, with a lot of assistance from
Chris Holdsworth. He knows more than
most which competitions have to be
played and when, from every section of the
Club. The Committee now has agreed a
format and will test run the new summer
start times for a period of time as from

1 July 2007 . | would ask you all to be
aware of your duty and strictly abide to
these times during this period which will be
monitored. Feedback is important. Let
us know, not only if there is a problem at
any time, but also if the start times appear
to be working well.

Please be conscious of where you are
pulling your trolley. Please do not take
trolleys or buggies between greenside
bunkers and the green; avoid worn areas
and observe all signs, roped off or hooped
areas. |Itis your course — if you help look
after it and repair your pitch marks, the
better the course will be and the better

you'll play.

%
P.S. Anerror creptinto the Spring edition of
Links. 63%, and not 32%, thought we did not
suffer from slow play. | wonder if the result ould
be the same if asked today?
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3 & 4 BALL 2 BALL

7.45-8.15 No Play
7.45- 9.15 10Tee 8.15-9.15 ' Tee
9.15-9.45 No Play
9.15-11.00 % Tee 9.45-11.00 foree
11.00 - 11.15 No Play
11.00 — 12.45 foTee 11.15 - 12.45 STee
12.45 - 1.15 No Play
12.45 - 2.45 1Tee 1.15 — 2.45 foree
2.45-3.00 No Play
2.45-4.30 Yaee 3.00-4.30 MTee
4.30-5.00 No Play
4.30 - 6.00 4Tee 5.00 — 6.00 foTee
6.00 onwards 10 Tee 6.00 onwards 1Tee

EXCEPTIONS

PLEASE CHECK THE BOARD OUTSIDE ADJACENT TO PRO SHOP
LADIES DAY TUESDAY AM, BOTH TEES BOOKED
WEEKENDS & BANK HOLIDAYS - COMPETITIONS AS PER START SHEETS - BOTH TEES BOOKED
TEE RESERVATION TIMES MUST BE STRICTLY OBSERVED A S DISPLAYED

Roll-Ups and Weekly Fixtures

MONDAY 9.45: Christie’s Minstrels late AM: Northwoodians Society Day as notified
TUESDAY 8.30: Ladies’ Competitions*
WEDNESDAY 8.00: Baguettes late AM: Northwoodians early PM: Wednesday 4-Ball
THURSDAY 9.00: Ladies’ Roll-Up Society Day as notified
FRIDAY 9.45: Christie’s Minstrels early AM: Northwoodians Men’s Mid-Week Competition (last Friday in month)
SATURDAY 8.15: Men’s Roll-Up AM: Men’s Competitions* 12.00: Nooners
SUNDAY 8.15: Men’s Roll-Up AM: Men’s Competitions* 12.00 Nooners
* see diary

All timings are approximate and vary according to season
If in doubt, when wishing to fix a time for a match or to bring visitors, it would be wise to consult with either the Professional/Office
Full visiting Society details for the month are displayed in the Hall
Reserved tee times are marked each week on the white board adjacent to the steps leading to the Pro Shop

E & OE
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Course Manager’s Report

uring February through to April we

experienced 9 weeks without a

single drop of rain. Having never
encountered such conditions after 26
years in this industry, maybe this is the
change in climatic conditions we are
experiencing. During this period, growth
was almost none existent; we made an
attempt to stimulate growth with little
success. Many members raised the
issues of water usage in such conditions.
My explanation at the greens forum was a
simple one: excessive water application
during such conditions would be
detrimental to the greens. We have
limited fertiliser and water use throughout
this period and are now beginning to reap

applications on a monthly basis this year,
which will avoid a flush of growth as in
previous years. This growth flush affected
green speed; with this new method speed
should be more manageable.

A full application of slow release fertiliser
was applied to the fairways, tees,
approaches and some roughs. Now the
more favourable conditions have arrived
and growth rates are increasing. The
fairways are in excellent condition, with
grass cover at its best since my arrival.
The culmination of aggressive aeration
throughout the autumn and winter
followed by the correct nutrition is paying
dividends.

The fairway height of cut is now at 17mm,
a slight increase on last year and, if
conditions allow, we will lower the height.
This height is perfect in warm dry
conditions and should ensure reduced
grass loss in drought conditions and we
intend to continue with this approach for
the foreseeable future. The rough is also
receiving maintenance in a similar way
with encouraging results with the height of
cut in the rough having been raised from
previous years to 50mm. If, however,
this becomes problematic | will act
promptly.

Planning for the winter work programme
will start shortly, with major work projects

the benefits of such actions.

being incorporated from the five year

My proven judgement cannot be swayed
in these crucial long-term decisions.
Root development on all greens is
enhanced by these necessary measures.
The condition of the greens, now the
weather has improved, is good; some
wear zones on certain greens are still
present and we will continue to work on
strengthening these areas.

A new set of poa grass busting units has
been purchased and these are proving

programme. These will include tee
renovation work, a continuation of path
work and some bunker remodelling.

Staff numbers are now four and myself.
Unfortunately there has been some
difficulty in finding a sixth member of the
team. | will endeavour to search for the
correct candidate.

successful in reducing infestation and
should increase green speed over time.
The greens are receiving more liquid feed

Wesley Walker shows how to use our new
blade grinding and sharpening machine

Maddening Mobile Manners

ew would dispute that mobile phones are an

indispensable business tool. However, it seems that

a lack of mobile manners is driving many of us mad.
A recent survey by the network providers T-Mobile found
that 87 per cent respondents said that taking a call during a
meeting was extremely rude. A spokesman of O, UK
agreed “The silent setting on mobiles is there for a reason”.
It should also have been reported that the same applies on
a golf course.

It's clear that poor mobile manners are a global issue. A
recent debate on etiquette in the US offered some choice
examples of bad behaviour. A director was giving a
presentation and had not only left his mobile on but had
answered a call during his own talk.

We could all help keep our offices (and golf clubhouses and
courses) saner if we turned down the volume on ourselves.
0O,'s spokesman’s final comment rings true (not sorry about
the intended pun) — “ All mobile technology is now digital —
there is no need to shout into your phone”.

Luckily most NGC members consider others and leave their
mobiles at home, realising that to be out of contact for four
hours playing golf is one of life’s greatest pleasures. The
minority of thoughtless “mobile addicts” should realise that
the tolerance shown by their fellow members is actually only
a mask of pity for the mobile user who is displaying either:-

@)
(b)

(c) has forgotten that life is for living and not answering
phone calls that could be dealt with more efficiently
later.

a misguided sense of his* own importance,

definitely can’t organise his working life competently

Surely no NGC member or guest is guilty but, if your
conscience is pricking, then you might care to take the hint.
Why not try switching off that mobile and enjoy life more
and, as a bonus, you'll stop irritating your fellow members
too.

* and it does seem to be only men, strange isn't it?

DS

%
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Portuguese-style 4 bedroom house,
well appointed and situated in the small
picturesque fishing village of Burgau,
Western Algarve.

Beautiful location overlooking the
beach, village and hillside, viewed
from the various terraces. Close to
swimming pool, restaurants and nearby
golf courses. Sleeps up to 8 ( plus
cots if required)

Contact: Clive or Judy Marsh for more details
01923 450990 or clivemarsh@hotmail.com

Unspoilt and quiet, less than one hour from Faro

Apartment sleeps  six,
balcony overlooking pool
with sea views, maid
service, shops, restaurants
and beach nearby.

, , our
Convenient for Parque De Floresta, Boa Vista, y
Palmares and Penina golf courses PGA

Discounted green fees available. .
_ Professional
Contact John Simmons on 020 8421 2925,

or email JohnandJenl41@aol.com

near Denia/Javea.

1 bed apartment for rent
in stunning setting at
base of the Montgo Mountain in National Park.

Small, quiet development set around communal
pool, lake and mature gardens. 3 golf courses
within easy reach. Available throughout the year
for long or short term lets. For more info please
contact Linzi Woods 00 34 96 575 7438
or 00 34 63 066 6820 or go to

www.geocities.com/loslagos66

Only 50 minutes drive
north of Lisbon on the
unspoilt silver
coastline.

Have you played this amazing par 72 Championship

course, rated 13" in Europe, set among pine trees and
undulating sand dunes alongside the Atlantic coast? You
will not be disappointed. Situated just off the 7™ fairway,
our brand new two-bedroom ground floor apartment offers
spacious, fully equipped accommodation.

Initially, members’ advertisements are printed free of charge, subject To find out more V_ISIt our website
to available space. For any product or service sold as a result of this www.apartment-praladelrey.co.uk
advertisement, it would be expected that a 5% donation would be made or email rosielGhandicap@aol.co.uk
to the Captains’ Charities. Commercial advertising is also welcome, R
Prices upon application to the Editor. mobile 07984 811024.
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Competitions - Results - Prizes

Gentlemen’s Results

Captain’s Prize Day

Two Wednesday Fourball
Spring Meeting Cowboys ( Mike
Billen and Danny Brett) being
congratulated by the W4B Captain

Jenny Buckmaster and David Wild
with their Winter Mixed Greensomes
Winners prizes

Shirley Woods with her
Spring Meeting prizes

Coronation Foursomes
Middlesex 5 Club

Guide Dog Eclectic

Medal Winners Cup
Qualifying Competitions
Cancer Support Stableford

Bring & Win Stableford

March Medal
April Medal
April Stableford
May Medal

May Stableford
Par Competition
Spring Meeting
Medal

Vickery Cup

Grannies Cup

May Extra Medal
June Stableford

June Medal

Gwen Mulley & Shirley Woods
Sheila Orchard
Jane Burden

Marion Lloyd

Brenda Goldie
Tracey Bohane
Silver Division

Liz Foster

Liz Foster

Denise Ashton
Masa Noguchi
Margaret Barkwith

Julia Ginger

Penny Dark
Shirley Woods
Shirley Woods

Alison Somek
Julia Ginger

Masa Noguchi

Competition 1st 2nd Best Gross
March Medal D Creswell G Allen M Robak
March Stableford P Collins S Cunningham Captain’s Day
Midweek March Stableford  C Gornall N Gornall First Prize Winner
. . ; Colin Rattray with
April Stableford P Bambridge K Tierney 43 points
April Medal J Minchin R Glover T Cains
Midweek April Stableford C Groom L Potter
George Albutt Trophy M Gillespie J Young
Ken Whitaker Cup J Scibilia E Gray
Victor Ludorum D L Williams R Grun
May Stableford J Scibilia T Hickinbottom
Midweek May Medal D Cresswell C Gornall
Veterans Trophy A Doshi A Johnson
Captain’s Prize Day C Rattray P Hopkins
Fairlie Challenge Bowl C Gornall P Hopkins
Queen Mother’s Trophy
Winner Paul Hopkins
with 41 points
|| Ladies’ Results
Competition Winners Runners-Up
NSPCC 4BBB Ulla Hising & Rachel Rooker Marg Bacon & Tracey Bohane

Margaret Barkwith & Rosemary

Masa Noguchi

Julie Parker

Bronze Division
Gwen Tutty

Sue Diamond
Lindy Creedy
Phil France
Bridie Fitzpatrick

Tracey Bohane

Shirley Woods

Marion Lloyd
Helen Penny

Tracey Bohane
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